





JPRS 84280 


8 September 1983 


Latin America Report 


No. 2736 





[FBIS] FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 











NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
{] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it'is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 











JPRS 84280 


8 September 1983 


LATIN AMERICA REPORT 


No. 2736 


CONTENTS 


ENERGY ECONOMICS = 
CUBA 


Briefs 
New Energy Plant 1 


COUNTRY SECTION 
INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


Trinidad Paper Deplores Latest Grenadian ‘Tyrranical Thrust' 
(Editorial; TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 1 Aug 83)..ccceccecee 2 


Briefs 
Tours to Cuba, Grenada 4 


BERMUDA 
Government Bailout of Foreign Company Attacked as 
Discriminatory 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 16 Jul OS) 00 66b0666 60 68660 6646066 5 


Debate Begins on Government Green Paper on Labor Relations 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 14, 26 Jul Ba) 0666066606008 0b60006 7 


PLP-UBP Exchange 
Race Issue 


Opposition Charges 3,000 Names Left Off Voter List 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 15 Jul DS). ce ccsressecvcoossossese 11 


-a- (III - LA - 144] 





Briefs 
Drop in TELCO Earnings 


CUBA 


MTT Play Major Role in ‘Bastion '83' Exercise 
(Angel Rodriguez Alvarez; GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW, 


14 Aug LP PYUEPT TTT TT TTT TTT TTT CTT TTT TTT TTI TTT 


DOMINICA 


Pre-Election Unification Strategy of Left Evaluated 
(THE NEW CHRONICLE, 23 Jul Dep bcbovececceds coeeseses 


Paper Assesses 1983-84 Budget, Urges Innovation 
(Editorial; THE NEW CHRONICLE, 23 Jul 83). .cccccccees 


EL SALVADOR 


FMLN-FDR Strategy Designed To Change U.S. Policy 
(Enrique Guatemala Interview; REVOLUTION, 22 Jul 83). 


GRENADA 
Government-Owned Former Holiday Inn Refurbished, Set 
To Open 
(FREE WEST INDIAN, 23 Jul Ss cccddccieccoeseessdesecss 


Briefs 
Carriacou Maneuvers 


GUYANA 
Taxi Drivers Who Supported SPA Protest Harassed by 
Government 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 22 Jul B35) cccccccccccccccccccces 
PERU 


Briefs 
Navy To Repair, Equip Warships 


ST CHRISTOPHER~NEVIS 


Simmonds Comments on Independence-Related Issues 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 29 Jul Da 66656000060060600000086 


Simmonds Sees Caricom as Vehicle for National Growth 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 27 Jul Ba beobbdeecededeonsececes 


12 


13 


16 


18 


20 


23 


25 


26 


27 


28 


31 








Unmarried Women Employees Gain Equality of Status 
(THE DEMOCRAT, 23 Jul D506 6660060600050000066600668 


Briefs 
Island Flags 
Medical School 


ST LUCIA 


Citizens Urge Government To Report on Unresolved Issues 
(THE WEEKEND VOICE, 23 Jul Sapoceccescsaccsescoccceee 


Editorial Assesses Parliamentary Ombudsman Operation 
(Ejitorial; THE WEEKEND VOICE, 23 Jul 83)..ccccccecss 


Briton Implicated by Compton in Libyan Plot Issues Denial 
(THE VOICE, 27 Jul | Pere ee eee ee rrrr rrr Tey TT TTT TT Te 


Trade Gap for 6 Months Ending Last March Narrows 
(THE VOICE, 27 Jul DF 6 0666660666 0bbb db csdebbCDEOEES 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


Briefs 
Water Contamination by Farmers 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Political Leaders Involved in Local Elections Campaigning 
(SUNDAY GUARDIAN, 24 Jul 83; TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 
22, 22% 26, 29, Jul 83, 1 Aug SS) 600bd0besdsescecsscs 


Panday at Alliance Convention, by Mikey Mahabir 
Alliance Stragegy 

Support From Tobagans 

Appeal to Tenant Group 

Humphrey Assassination Charge 

Further Humphrey Remarks 

PNM Rally 


Viability of Local Government Bodies Questioned 
(SUNDAY GUARDIAN, 24 Jul DO) 66 600006b66600606 00800088 


Background, Future Roles, by Dennis Mahabir 
Review of Drawbacks, Editorial 


- Ce] 


33 


34 
34 


35 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


47 














Tobago Government Issues Under Federal Consideration 
(SUNDAY GUARDIAN, 24 Jul 83; TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 
26-28 Jul i ob6006604 600600 606606000006 o oO CbC OSE 


Talk With Chambers, by Compton Delph 
Second Meeting 

Return of House Bill 

Praise for Mutual Goodwill 


Minister Mahabir Assesses Economy, Sparks Rejoinder 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 22 Jul 83; SUNDAY GUARDIAN, 


24 Jul Wil bb 6000650400006 66b8c00 00 bbb6e seb REE COE OO CCS 


Sources of Problems, by Errol Mahabir 
Critique of Mahabir's Views 


Telco Improvements Advance, But New FundsAre Needed 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 29 Jul Fe Vere Te TTT Se. PERT TTTTT 


Government Unveils $3-Million Plan To assist Fishermen 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 30 Jul ) ) PEPPPrreTTT Ter Pier iy ee 


ONR-Alliance Accommodation Praised, Criticized 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 24, 25 Jul PVE REPEPTP ITT Tee 


Panday Remarks 
Illegal-Guns Charge by Padmore, by Clevon Raphael 


Balance of Payments in Black by $336 Million in April 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 25 Jul |) Perr rrrrrrrry rrr rs Tri 


Steel Company Lags in Foreign Exchange Earnings 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 22, 29 Jul S53) wccccccccccvccvcccs 


Minor Role of Industry 
Marketing Success 


Bank Official Says Savings Will Have To Finance Budget 
(THE DAILY GLEANER, 22 Jul SS) ccccccscccceccccecccess 


Opposition Leader Slams Government Contracts for Koreans 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 30 Jul BP 66 6644060646666b60000608 


Businessmen Hit Delays, Irregularities in Customs Work 
(Kit Roxburgh; SUNDAY GUARDIAN, 31 Jul B35) ccccccocece 


Trade Mission to Canada Opens Doors to Manufacturers 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 22 Jul GB) a cocceccoccccecccosoors 


51 


35 


58 


60 


61 


64 


67 


68 


70 


73 











Government Protests Breaches in Caricom ‘Rules of Origin’ 


Retail 


Briefs 


(Norris Solomon; TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 22 Jul 83)....ece- 


Prices of Consumer Goods Register Increase for '82 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 26 Jul Dee bbssboseeocseecoesooosove 


Economic Recovery Plan 
Decline in Jobless 

FEDCHEM Personnel Cutback 
Union Elections 

Call for Ministry of Tourism 
Oil Spill Damage 





74 


77 


78 
78 
78 
79 
79 
79 








ENERGY ECONOMICS CUBA 


BRIEFS 


NEW ENERGY PLANT--A huge thermoelectric plant is being built in Santa Cruz del 
Norte, Havana Province, some 70 kilometers east of the Cuban capital along the 
northern coastline, at an estimated cost of 400 million pesos. It has three 
100-megawatt and five 200-megawatt generators, the latter of which are the first 
of such magnitude ever to operate in Cuba. The plant bears evidence to inter- 
nationalism, since the project is part of the Cuba-USSR bilateral cooperation 
agreements. It is also one of the province's most important projects and the 
largest in Santa Cruz del Norte, home to the 30-million-liter-output Havana Club 
rum distillery. Construction Enterprise No 2, whose brigade 31 is in charge 

of building this plant, is also constructing and assembling a cement factory in 
Ethiopia. Close to 20 workers of Brigade 31 are now in that African country to 
speed up completion of the work there. The first 100-megawatt unit of the 

Havana plant is scheduled for completion by 1985, and the remaining two will go 
into operation in each of the successive years. Completion of the whole project 
will take from 12 to 15 years. Nine hundred workers, including some 30 inter- 
nationalists, are currently building the plant. A shock task assigned to Cuban 
youth, it employs over 500 young people ready to lean on the job, to follow in 

the footsteps of older, more experienced construction workers. The project covers 
a land area of 106 hectares. So far 90,000 cubic meters of earth have been 
cleared, 1.4 million cubic meters of rock excavated and work goes on. Sixty-three 
thousand cubic meters of concrete and 21,200 square meters of prefabricated blocks 
have been cast to date. A total of 4,800 tons of metal structures is to be 
mounted, 17,300 tons of technological equipment installed and 16.3 kilometers 

of pipes laid. The first boiler is now being assembled and mounted, as is the 
metal framework of the main building. Elsewhere, earth- and rock-clearing 
operations continue, along with digging a canal, building storage facilities, etc. 
[Text] [Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 17 Jul 83 p 6] 


CSO: 3200/46 

















COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRINIDAD PAPER DEPLORES LATEST GRENADIAN ‘'TYRRANICAL THRUST’ 

Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 8 

[Editorial] 

[Text] SWIFTLY , Maurice Bishop's People’s Revolutionary Government in Grenada 


is snatching the last vestiges of freedom from the people of that sad little 
country. 





The Government, through National Mobilisation Minister Selwyn Strachan, has 
now decreed that public workers must attend political education classes held 
at their workplaces or run the risk of being held to be absent. 


Among the consequences absentees face will be to have their non-attendance 
counted against them when the Government meets to apz>rove increments and 
recommendations for promotion. 


Surely this must be considered a confession of failure by the supposedly popu- 
lar PRG, for while the percentage of regular absenteeism was not mentioned by 

Mr. Strachan, the situation must be alarming enough for him to go public, not 

exhorting, mind you, but threatening the most blatant injustice. 


All talk from PRG apologists about how the people love the Government has now 
been exposed in our view. 


Tyrannical 

But we are not at all surprised by this new tyrannical thrust by the PRG. 
Recently, Mrs. Phyllis Coard, a prominent member of the PRG Cabinet, visited 
this country and tried to tell us that the peopie of Grenada are so illiterate 


and ignorant that they must be schooled before they can be trusted to partici- 
pate in a general election. 


After that Mr. Bishop came along and told us that there were 35 to 38 persons 
in detention. Both Ministers have now been exposed as untruthful. 


We now know that the “education” Mrs. Coard speaks about is really the con- 
pulsory brain stuffing of defenceless workers with Communist claptrap. 














A few days after Mr. Bishop misled us with his information regarding detain- 
ees, the Acting Commissioner of Prisons (even though he did not refer at all 
to Hopeville labour camp), swore to High Court Judge Patterson at the end of 
the July sessions that there were 78 detainees. 


This revelation does not shock us. Like so many of our people we are wise in 
the ways of duplicity practised by persons who try to peddle Marxism and its 
many variants among us and elsewhere. 


This latest gambit in Grenada is simply the realisation of what we had pre- 
dicted from early about Mr. Bishop's tyrannical regime--that the PRG now have 
no choice but to continue to strengthen their dictatorial hold over the 
Grenadian society by the well-known weapons of fear, suspicion, mistrust, 
terrorism, mind-control and fradulent propaganda. 


It would be interesting to hear what leaders of local trade unions have to say 
about the P"G's enforced brain-stuffing programme, particularly those who 
fancy themselves as “leftists” and gave their Grenadian comrade such a hero's 
reception when he came here to attend the Caricom Summit. 


We have no doubt that within his own mind Mr. Bishop must be laughing at the 
pusillanimity of the majority of West Indian leaders who feel no sense of out- 
rage at his gross duplicity or lack the moral courage to deal with him force- 
fully within the Caricom partnership. 


We are sure that when this period of West Indian history comes to be written, 
the most painful reflection will be focussed-not on the inevitable mischief of 
Mr. Bishop but on the failure of those who chose to let him be in the comfort- 
able name of ideological plurality. 


CSO: 3298/840 

















COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TOURS TO CUBA, GRENADA--ST GEORGE'S (Reuter)--The first European tourists to 
take advantage of a new twin destination package have arrived here after 
spending the first week of their holiday in Cuba, the Cuban Embassy announced. 
It did not say how many visitors had come int. Aero-Caribbean SA is promoting 
the Cuba-Grenada combination, and will be flying in a second group of tourists 
befor. month's end, the embassy statement said. Aero-Caribbean representative 
Jesus Vergara said passengers on these first two chargers were from the Feder- 
al Republic of Germany (West Germany), but that tourists from France, Italy, 
Canada, and Britain were also expected in the coming months. In October, he 
said, the twin destination will get an additional boost with the inauguration 
of weekly direct flights between Havana and London, Milan and Cologne. The 
Caribbean holiday continues from Havana into Grenada, using 30-seat Fokker-27 
type planes until next spring. "We are waiting for completion of Grenada's 
new international airport in March, 1984, to be able to operate with larger 
aircraft, the Boeing 707 in particular," said Vergara. Aero-Caribbean is 

also offering a 337 EC dollar promotional Grenada-Havana fare (one EC dollar - 
37 US) until September 1. [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Jul 83 p 4) 


CSO: 3298/840 

















COUNTLY SECTION 


BERMUDA 


GOVERNMENT BAILOUT OF FOREIGN COMPANY ATTACKED AS DISCRIMINATORY 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 16 Jul 83 pp 1, 3 


{Text ] 


Government’s plan to “bail out” an 
international firm based in Bermuda 
showed it had double standards in 
dealing with Bermudian and non- 
Bermudian firms, Opposition MPs 
charged yesterday. 


But Finance Minister the Hon. David 
Gibbons rejected the claims, saying the 
plan was simply a measure to hel, a firm 
that could provide exciting job prospects 
for Bermudians in the future. 


The disagreement came during debate 
on a proposal to defer $36,000 in Customs 
duty on equipment brought into the Island 
by Intex, an international financial futures 
trading exchange. Intex has hit financial 
problems lately and the staff of five were 
laid off two weeks ago. 


Mr. Gibbons said the money had 
already been paid but Intex had asked for 
it back to pay wages until it was in a 
better financial position. He said such a 
procedure had been allowed for hotels in 


the past. 

“This company started with very high 
hopes that have not yet been realised,” 
said Mr. Gibbons. 


“Whether it wiil be successful ir the 
final analysis we cannot say, but we just 
hope they will eventually succeed.” 

Mr. Eugene Cox, the Progressive Labour 
Party finance spokesman, said that if a 
Bermudian company had got into such 
difficulties it would be dismissed as having 
been badly managed. 

“It seems they have nof done their 
homework as thoroughly as they might 
have,” he said. 

The PLP would support deferrment of 
duty where necessary, but would like to 
see the same bee - given to Bermudian 
companies in t le. 


‘How many Bermudian firms have ever 
benefited from this sort of thing? ”’he asked. 
asked. 

Mr. Gilbert Darrell (PLP) said Govern- 
ment appeared to be bailing out the firm. 

“I think it is ridiculous that Government 
should be asked to tunderwrite what 
amounts to poor management or whatever 
it is to the tune of something like $36,000,” 
he said. 

“This is an ugly precedent because any 
Minister will be able to come here and bail 
out any company in trouble. I can't under- 
stand it because compared to all the 


money we have heard them talking about, 
$36,000 must be peanuts.” 

Mr. Ottiwell Simmons (PLP) said that 
if Intex needed money it should be turning 
to the proper institutions — banks or loan 
societies — and not taxpayers. If they 
went to a bank they would have to pay a 
finder's fee and interest on the loan. Were 
they being asked to pay interest to the 
Government? 

Several Caribbean islands offered tax 
breaks to firms as long as there would be a 
benefit to the people. 

“To what extent does this benefit the 
people of Bermuda?” he asked. 

“If the Minister starts to provide this 
sort of accommodation for the sole benefit 
of a company and not the people, then this 
House is functioning for the benefit of 
companies and not the people.” 

Mr. Gibbons said that Intex eventually 


planned to employ 12 Bermudians out of a 
staff of 14. The scheme, if successful, 
would offer opportunities to Bermudians 
other than present industries. 

“If we say we are only going to stick with 
our current international business and our 
current tourism we may, like the dinosaur, 
become extinct. This will add further 
variety to the opportunities of upward 
mobility for Bermudians,” he said. 











CSO: 





3298/847 


Mr. Gibbons said that even if Intex was 
not successful it would only have a mini- 
mal impact on Budget considerations. Be 
cause the company was not operating 
when he drew up his Budget he had not 
— large amounts of revenue from it. 

e agreed that $36,000 was not a large 
amount, but felt it might be the “straw to 
break the camel's back’’. 

“We would hate to do that to something 
that could be an exciting future industry 
for Bermudians,” he said. 














COUNTRY SECTION 


BERMUDA 


DEBATE BEGINS ON GOVERNMENT GREEN PAPER ON LABOR RELATIONS 


PLP-UBP Exchange 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 14 Jul 83 ppl, 8, 9 


[Excerpts] 


Government’s Green Pa 
by employers who wante 
Progressive Labour Party charged yesterday. 


r on labour relations had been inspired 
to see uniens weakened, the Opposition 


The PLP claimed that ‘suggestions’ put forward in the paper were in fact 
proposals that the ruling United Bermuda Party would try to write into law, at the 
prompting of “big business’. 


And they said that educa- 
tion in labour affairs, not 
legislation, was the path to 
follow to industrial peace. 

Government members de- 
nied the claims, saying the 
Green Paper was nothing 
more than a discussion 
document which put forward 
the advantages and disad- 
vantages to various types of 
labour legislation. But they 
generally agreed with the 
PLP that education in in- 
dustrial relations was 
preferable to legislation. 

The Green Paper was in- 
troduced by Home Affairs 
Minister the Hon. Sir John 
Sharpe. Only 13 other MPs 
were in the House for the 
start of the debate. 


Sir John said the paper 
tried to do three things — 
stress the importance of in- 
dustrial harmony, present 
the background to labour 
law now in force, and pres- 
ent the perceptions raised in 
the community as to how in- 
dustrial harmony could be 
achieved. ‘ 

“{ must stress that the 
perceptions discussed are 
not recommendations or 


‘PLP Home 


Government proposals for 
legislation,” he said. 

Sir John said he had sent 
copies of the paper to unions 
and other interested parties, 
asking for their views so that 
he could decide whether he 
should make any rec- 
ommendations to change 
current law. 

“Armed with the feedback 
from this debate and views 
of the community I should 
be in a position to see 
whether there should be 
changes,” he said. 

Mr. Frederick Wade, the 
Affairs 
spokesman, said Govern- 
ment should have sought the 
opinions of workers before 
drawing up a Green Paper. 

“Then we could have had 
a broader discussion on all 
areas, not only on those 
which are the pet peeves of 
employers but also of the 
workers,” he said. 

“Because he has failed to 
get this input from the un- 
ions and other organisations, 
he has limited what the 

per might be able to do. 

ou (Sir John) did not have 
to get the views of the em- 


ployers because your party 
represents them and both 
interests coincide. Thia is 
one of the troubles with 
labour relations in Ber- 
muda.” 

Mr. Wade said important 
issues such as closed shops, 
a union’s political funds, or 
democracy in the boardroom 
had not even been men- 
tioned. 

“None of these things are 
mentioned because they are 
not issues with which the 
employer class or the Gov- 
ernment are interested,” he 
said. 

The labour relations 
climate could not be prop- 
erly discussed without refer- 
ence to the economic struc- 
ture of the Island. 

“It is a well-known fact 
that the employer class in 
Bermuda is in a few hands,” 
he said. 

“Businesses are either 
monopolies, or have inter- 
locking directorships where 
you have the same people 
appearing on different 
boards. Where you do not 
have this you have price-fix- 
ing cartels that come 
together to agree on prices 











and other things. ; 
‘That structure is domi- 
nated by right-wing, con- 


servative thinking. This. 


thinking runs from ‘there 
should not be unions’ to bare 
tolerance of them. Because 
of this you are naturally go- 
ing to have a strong force on 
the other side.” 

Mr. Wade said that mat- 
ters were made worse be- 
cause the major industry of 
tourism was dominated ‘y 
foreign owners of hotels 
which were just part of in- 
ternational chains. 

“Over the years Govern- 
ment has pandered to these 
foreign owners and given 
them much greater power 
than they should have,”’ he 
said. 

There was clearly a politi- 
cal aspect to industrial rela- 
tions. Employers and _ the 
UBP were closely linked, 
while workers generally sup- 
ported the PLP, he said. 
Another aspect was race. 

“Some people would say 
Bermuda has solved its race 
problem,” said Mr. Wade. 

‘But inevitably what hap- 
pens is the white employer 
sits down across the table 
from the black unionist who 
is bargaining for his black 
workers, by and large, and 
we have the question of race. 
How does law remove what 
is there in reality? ” 


Mr. Wade said the PLP 
did not support legally en- 
forceable collective agree- 
ments because they felt the 
moral obligation on both 
parties to abide by an agree- 
ment was the best way to 
maintain free collective 
bargaining — a fundamental 
characteristic of labour rela- 
tions. 

Legally enforceable agree- 
ments would mean lawyers 
would become involved, 
with long, carefully-worded 
documents to cover all 
points in case of court ac- 
tion. Use of the courts would 
drain unions of their funds 
and so weaken them, be- 
cause matters traditionally 
solved by the parties them- 


selves would go to the 
courts. 

The PLP would not sup- 
port law to cover the recog- 
nition or decertification of 
unions. There had only been 
a few cases where employers 
had refused to recognise a 
union as bargaining agent 
for workers, and on each oc- 
casion there had been 
peculiar circumstances. The 
1978 Willowbank dispute, 
for example, had arisen be- 
cause of religious views in- 
volved. 

Nor would the Opposition 
support Government super- 
vision of strike or industrial 
action ballots. It would be 
an unwarranted incursion of 
Government into union af- 
fairs. 

And there would be no 
support for any proposal to 
allow a Minister to refer dis- 
putes to compulsory arbitra- 
tion if it was thought to be 
in the national interest. The 
right to strike was a prin- 
ciple of democracy which 
workers around the world 
had given their lives for. 

Mr. Wade believed that 
the real reason for the Green 
Paper was because of prob- 
lems between the hotel em- 
ployers and their workers. 
Not only did the paper sug- 
gést compulsory arbitration 
should be considered for ho- 
tel disputes, but said con- 
sideration should be given to 
making the hotel industry 
an essential service. 

The hotels were foreign- 
owned and generally foreign- 
managed. Foreign invest- 
ment was welcomed, but 
such foreigners had to be 
prepared to fit into the fab- 
ric of the community. 

Essential services were 
those that were concerned 
with the life and good health 
of the community. 

“To put hotels into that 
category is to fly in the face 
of history and the whole tra- 
dition of labour relations,” 
he said. 

The PLP felt that a 
massive programme of 
education in labour relations 
was needed, beginning in the 





schools. The public needed 
to be educated because the 
Government and employers 
had put out progaganda to 
believe that unions were 
bad. 

“A determined effort by 
Government to correct the 
political, economic and 
social imbalance in the com- 
munity, and the encourage- 
ment of Bermudianisation of 
the decision-makers, 
especially in the area of 
tourism, will permit a 
greater degree of industrial 
peace than the proliferation 
of laws and practices which 
cannot be agreed by all 
sides,” he said. 


Mr. Ottiwell Simmons 
(PLP), the president of the 
Bermuda Industrial Union, 
the largest union on the 
Island, said he believed that 
the Green Paper had been 
inspired by employers. 
There was nothing in the 
paper in favour of the work- 
ers’ movement. 

‘What is here is a plan to 
weaken the union move- 
ment. That is what this is 
designed to do,” he said. 

The paper talked about 
disputes going to arbitra- 
tion, but there was no con- 
sideration of Government 
providing, for free, the cost 
of arbitration. 

“Thid is to fleece the un- 
ions of their finances be- 
cause too many cases are 
likely to go to arbitration 
and it will become mighty 
expensive. The BIU has con- 
tracts with 70 employers, so 
it is possible, not feasible, 
but possible, that the union 
will go to arbitration 70 
times in a year while the 
employers only have to go 
once.” 

Mr. Simmons was 
particularly angry that the 
paper made no reference to 
ratification of International 
Labour Organisation con- 
ventions. Since the for- 
mation of the UBP, Mini- 
sters had been happy to at- 
tend ILO conferences, but 
the party had not ratified a 
single convention. 














Mr. Harry Viera (UBP) 
said he was baffled as to 
why Mr. Simmons ‘“‘became 
so hypersensitive and hyper- 
kinetic’ about the dis- 
cussion paper. 

“It is extremely unwise 
and irresponsible for anyone 
to say that we are trying to 
outlaw strikes,”’ he said. 
“We are not attempting to 
bust unions or to dictate to 
the captains of industry who 
to run their business. 

“We are trying to inject 
some sanity into industrial 
relations.” 

For anyone to try to head 
off discussion on thie issue of 
paramount importance 
“suggests an arrogance that 
they are untouchable”. 

Bermuda is uniquely vul- 
nerable, said Mr. Viera. 
“We survive on one word — 
image.” 

It would be an abdication 
of responsibility to allow the 
country to drift towards. in- 
dustrial chaos. 

Much had been said about 
declaring the hotel industry 
an essential service. About 
70 percent of Bermuda’s rev- 
enue came from the hotel in- 
dustry so a case could be 
made that it was an essen- 
tial service for the life and 
health of the Island. 

“We can’t afford to have 
our primary industry in 
jeopardy,”’ he continued. 


Race Issue 


Strikes must be predict- 
able and they must be con- 
fined to the primary in- 
dustry. Cooling-off periods 
should be considered also. 

Mr. Viera said he was in 
favour of Government super- 
vised secret strike ballots. 

But whatever form of vote 
was taken, strikes were now 
used as a ‘‘collective 
bargaining tool”. Workers 
often voted in favour of a 
strike, never really intending 
to go out, in the hope that it 
would speed up a settle- 
ment. 

Intelligent peopie were 
now trying to get away from 
confrontation, said Mr.. 
Viera. “Legislation is no 
substitute for common sense 
and good will. But un- 
fortunately human nature 
has not changed very much 
and we find ourselves drift- 
ing into this crisis.” 

Mr. Stanley Morton 
(PLB) the Shadow Minister 
of Tourism had some harsh 
words for hoteliers who use 
the threat of closure to com- 
promise workers at the 
bargaining table. 

Everyone can appreciate 
the “sensitivity” of the hotel 
industry, said Mr. Morton. 

But hotels were using 
“scare tactics” on their em- 
ployees. “Hotels have held 
the country to ransom, shut- 
ting up shop when they say 
so,” he said. 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 26 Jul 83 pp l, 3 


[Excerpts | 


White workers are among the most ex- 
ploited ‘group of employees in Bermuda 
today, charged Senator David Allen (PLP) 
yesterday during the Senate debate on the 
Green Paper on labour relations. ; 

Senator Allen said some white shop 
workers and office workers employed on 
Front Street earned not much more more 
than $100 a week, simply because they 
refused to join the predominantly black 


trade unions. 


‘Some whité people are among the most 
exploited in this country,” said Senator 
Allen. “How they can survive I don’t 


know.” 


He added that management and em- 
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plovers pul these white employees on ped. 
estitis, encouraging them to not join un- 
ions. It was behaviour he described as a 
iragedy. which often resulted in unionised 
workers being better off than their white 
counterparts, 

“Perhaps these are divide and rule tac- 
lies, but they serve to heighten the 
divisions which already exist between 
management and labour,” said Senator Al- 
len. “It gives an added racial dimension to 
labour conflicts. This in turn leads to 
greater instability in this community.” 

The Senate debate on the Green Paper 

labour Relations Law and Practice, A 
Discussion Paper —- began late in the 
morning and was over before 5 p.m. when 
a motion “to take note” of the discussion 
paper was passed unanimously. 

Senator Allen said in discussing the 
paper that legislation bringing into effect 
binding arbitration may have a negative 
effect on the community in the long run. 
He argued that the current method of col- 
lective bargaining should be allowed to 
have “full sway”. 

Senator Allen questioned the benefit of 
the provision for the decertification of a 
union at the workplace, suggesting that 
there may be cases of workers being press- 
urised by management to “weed"’ unions 
mut. ‘ 


Senaior Llewellyn 
Peniston (UBP) said that 
labour relations in Bermuda 
were very often ‘contentious 
and abrasive” and had an 
economic effect on 
the well-being of the 


island. 


He added that the recent 
docks dispute had the effect 
of bringing the entire com- 
munity into the dispute. 
“We must stop this tend- 
ency for industrial disputes 
to hold the community at 
ransom,” he said. 


It was at this point that 
Senator Peniston criticised 
the Bermuda Industrial 
Union for not permitting a 
healthy infusion of new 
ideas through a cHanging 
leadership. 

‘‘Labourers are en- 
couraged to go out and 
strike, often for long periods 
of time,” said Sen. Peniston. 
“This suggests to us a high 
de of irresponsibility on 
behalf of the leadership vf 
the BIU, which does not per- 
mit the infusion of new 
ideas.” 

Senator Peniston said the 
leadership of the BIU was in 
power forever, and suggested 
that the community would 
make progress when - the 
leadership was allowed to 
change. | 

“I am extremely sym- 
pathetic .o some form of 
compulsory arbitration to 
avoid the spectacle of labour 
leadership flouting op- 
portunities for the settle- 
ment of disputes,”’ said 
Senator Peniston. 








He added that if neither management nor the unions brought with them to the 
negotiating table attitudes of responsibility, then Government should hold 
the "trump card" to enforce an element of responsibility. 


He suggested that the cornerstone of any labour policy should be supervised 
secret ballots, and compulsory arbitration. 


Senator Jennifer Smith (PLP) said she would have like to have seen in the 
Green Paper discussion of Government's Bermudianisation policy, and how it 
fitted into the Island's immigration policy. The presence of non-Bermudians 
affected the attitudes of working Bermudians and she said there was a fear 
among Bermudians that they could be replaced by non-Bermudians in their own 
country. 


Senator Charles Collis (UBP) replied that discussion of Bermudianisation was 
not appropriate in the Green Paper on Labour relations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


OPPOSITION CHARGES 3,000 NAMES LEFT OFF VOTER LIST 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] 


CSO: 


The much-criticised 
voter registration sys- 
tem has come under 
more fire with a 
Progressive Labour 
Party MP claiming 
that about 3,000 
names have been left 
off the list. 


Shadow Home Affairs 
Minister Mr. Frederick 
Wade said the new list 
was 1,000 down on last 
year and is some 3,000 
short altogether — figures 
disputed by Government. 


To make matters worse, 
said Mr. Wade, a PLP 
“test’’ on the procedures 
proved that voters who had 
submitted their registration 
forms were left off the list. 

“It seems to be getting 
worse rather than better,” 
said Mr. Wade. “The list 
seems to be constantly 
diminishing after regis- 
tration. The Premier is con- 
stantly talking about 
tg: gua democracy, 

ut the method by which it 
takes place seems to be suf- 
fering from seme 

“It is a shameful state of 
affairs.” | 


The PLP blamed low 


3298/847 


registration for its setbacks 
in its general election defeat 
in February. 

And the party decided to 
carry out an experiment in 
Devonshire to test its claim 
that eligible voters were be- 
ing mysteriously left off the 


list even though they had 


sent back their forms. 

“Our party registered 
some people in Devonshire 
and we photocopied their 
forms to prove they had 
been sent in,” said Mr. 
Wade. “We found that nine 
names were left off the final 
list. 

“We went to the Registrar 
and asked about it. They 
then promised to do a sup- 
plementary list but they 
have not done this yet.” 

According to law, voters 
have a one-month period in 
which to appeal to the 
Supreme.Court after the list 
is published on June 15. 

“The appeal period ex- 
or tomorrow,” said Mr. 

lade. ‘We don’t know what 
ta do because we have not 
had a final list.” 

Mr. Wade questioned the 
new list in the House of As- 
sembly and’ he was far from 
-happy with the reply given 


the Hon. Sir John 
Sharpe. Minister for Home 
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Affairs. 

Mr. Wade tackled Sir 
John again after the House 
adjourned and he com- 
lained that the Minister 

haved arrogantly. “I ap- 
proached him and he just 
kept walking away and left 
it. 

Sir John replied yesterday 
that some 106 names had 
been left off the final list 
because of a computer error. 

‘These names will be pub- 
lished within the next few 
days and will form part of 
the final list — as is 
provided for in law,” he 
said. 

Voter registration had in- 
creased this year by 181 
people over the 1982 list 
used for the General Elec- 
tion. The figures were that 
29,958 voters were registered 
in 1982 and 30,139 were 
registered on this year’s list. 
The Minister has asked 
for a written explanation of 
the computer error and the 
steps taken to avoid a recur- 
rence of the same slip-up. 
The computer has left 
names off before and unless | 
corrective measures are 
taken “confidence in the 
Parliamentary Register will 
understandably be under- 
mined”’, 




















COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


DROP IN TELCO EARNINGS--OPERATING earnings at the Bermuda Telephone Company 
dropped five percent during the past year and general manager Desmond Walker 
warned shareholders that this decline could continue. He was speaking at the 
recent annual meeting when income from operations of $3.93 million was un- 
veiled for the year to March 31, 1983. This is down from $4.15 million the 
year before. Mr. Walker told shareholders: "In view of the wage and other 
increases effective during the present year the rate of decline in net oper- 
ating revenues can be expected to accelerate unless rates increases are re- 
ceived at an early date." He was referring to the recent rejection of the 
Price Control Commission of Telco's application to increase its rates. The 
decision is being appealed by the company. This warning comes as the Tele- 
phone Company has completed a multi-million dollar switch to digital technol- 
ogy. The value of the plant has increased by 53 percent. Mr. Walker told 
shareholders: “in order to achieve a corresponding rate of return on our 
plant investment to that received in the past, an increase in rates and reve- 
nues will be required.” But though operating earnings dropped, bottom line 
profits were boosted by other "below the line’ income. Gain on redemption of 
debentures and foreign exchange enabled the company to finish the year with 
profits of $4 million--down from $4.09 million the year before. [Excerpt] 
{Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 12 Jul &3 p 8] 





CSO: 3298/847 


12 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MTT PLAY MAJOR ROLE IN ‘BASTION '83' EXERCISE 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 14 Aug 83 p 12 
|Article by Lieutenant Colonel Angel Rodriguez Alvarez] 


{Text} The Territorial Troop Militia (MIT), set up just over two years ago as 
the people's immediate response to the first threats by the Reagan administra- 
tion against the Cuban Revolution, played a major role in the Bastion '83 
strategic exercise. 


The program of the exercise called for training MIT General Staff officers at 
the provincial and municipal levels and having small units undertake missions 
to confront enemy attack. 


We have collected some impressions, anecdotes and incidents in different pro- 
vinces that give the reader an idea of the sense of responsibility and efficiency 
of the MIT, one of the powerful and dynamic forces of the people in defense 

of the country and of socialism. 





ght away;- nobody’ sat at home or et work 


ficer participated w to be , and the forces w 
aa sat Seas tally Ingrsad by up to full strength deed of schecele, “°° 
ae we ae of MTT monn A youn ene, ot Satvetion of Rea. 
bers. I’m sure a needle were lost ment was given the task of moving all 
here in the swamp, the MTT members would 8 weapons ammunition to the 
find it.” Among the MTT members making ‘ 
their way through the mud for the 
infiltrators were four elderly men. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PRE-ELECTION UNIFICATION STRATEGY OF LEFT EVALUATED 


Roscau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 23 Jul 83 p 4 


(From "Points to Ponder" column by Pragmatist] 


{Text ] 


There are stiil a 
couple of years left . 
before the next general 
election here (unless 
Prime Minister Charles 
opts for a snap poll),. 
but already the elécto- 
ral strategy of the ~— 
leftists, as represented 
by the Dominica Libera- 
tion Movement Alliance, 
is clear. It is summed 


quent public meetings, 
it is their every se-. 
cond word, their con- 
stant theme. Unless all 
the opposition parties — 
come tégether, reite- 
rates the Alliance, — 
there is no hope for 
thes. . 
There is no hope for 
OLM is what they really 
mean. If that party 
were to contest any 
elections now or in the 


forseeable future, they | 


are likely to do as 
badly as they did in 
1980 (less than 2 per 
cent of all votes cest) 
and as badly as ali 
other leftist parties 
in the region have done. 
In no Varibbean is- 
land have the revolu- 
tionary left gained & 
single seat in any de- 
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mocratically contested 
election - except when 
they are alfigned with 
others. 

St. Lucia ana urenada 


are the two classic ex- 
amples of this. Neither 
George Odlum's St. Lucia 
Action Movement (SIfu0 
nqt Morris Bishop's New 
Jewel Movement (NJM) ~- 
were ever able to make 
any henGwvay with the 
electorate; mtil they 
joined forces with well 
established middle-of 
the-road socialist La- 
bour parties of one 


Portimately, this is 
not likely to happen, 
despite the almost des- 
perate appeals of the 
DIM for a “united” 
opposition, knowing that 
it is in their own in- 
terest, indeed, their 
sole hope. 


For the other parties 
who would have to be 
involved in this “uni- 
fication” exercise are 
well experienced with 
the “power-at-all- 
costs” propensities Sf 
our local leftists. 

It is wmlikely that 
Patsick John and Olive) 
Seraphin on the one 
hand, and Michael 


DOMINICA 
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Douglas on the other, 

‘would risk another in- 
, volvement. 

, All three have been 


‘bumed badly in past 


associations, and more 
important, none of the 
three, intends to risk 
losing the political 
leadership he now en- 
joys to the inevitable 
maneuverings of Para 
Riviere, Affie Martin, 
Pierre Charles and the 
others. Z 
., The simple truth is 
that the left need the’ 
labour parties. The 
labour parties do 
need the left. So the 
left's strategy to push 
“unification” is not 
likely to succeed, 
neither with Labour nor 
With the people. 
Dominicans had their 
experience with the 
left jn our interim — 


more intelligent and 
have far more foresight 
than the DEM would like 
to believe. They 

not be fooled. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


PAPER ASSESSES 1983-84 BUDGET, URGES INNOVATION 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 23 Jul 83 p 4 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Prime Minister Charles's 1983/84 budget was 
undoubtedly one of consolidation on the achieve- 
ments of the past two years, as she put it. 

In her address she chided the private sector 
for not being more creative and innovative, 
calling on them to get more involved in ex- 
port-oriented manufacturing. 

This appeal, valid as it is, touches on the 
very spirit of free enterprise that is, how is 
an individual or group of individuals going to 
invest their money? Are they going to invest in 
the trading and commercial sector, or are they 
going to get involved in manufacturing? 

In a small economy like ours with its disad- 
vantages of inadequate infrastructure, small 
markets, and above all, the lack of an entre- 
preneurial tradition, the tendency has been, 
and will continue to be, to get involved in the 
commercial sector. 

To reverse this and encourage local firms in- 
to manufacturing, innovative measures and overt 
incentives are required. 

Like private sector performance therefore, it 
appears that the budget too, despite its prac- 
ticality, lacks that innovation needed to make 
the difference. 

For example, it is unfair to expect manu- 
facturing industries to pay the same business 
tax rate of 40 per cent as the ordinary trading 
enterprises. 

It is true that tax-holidays are granted to 
such industries. However, long after these 
holidays are over and capital has been re- 
cuperated, manufacturing industries must keep 
abreast with new technologies and market 
tastes and needs, demanding a higher re-in- 
vesthent ratio than trading concerns. 

Similarly, passionate appeals to increase 
productivity will have little effect wmless 
workers see tangible rewards for their extra 
effort. Workers, like entrepreneurs, will 
generally exert extra effort and creativity 
only if rewarded accordingly. This after all is 
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essence of free enterprise. One such in- 
4 be a reduction in, or elimination 
the tax on overtime pay. 
When this particular measure was suggested 
by Senator Julius Timothy, who used Jamaica 
as an example, Prime Minister Charles flippant- 
ly brushed it aside saying the measure was 


That was an unfair assessment on the part of 
the Prime Minister since the measure was 
introduced by Mr. Seaga only two months ago 
in his 1983/84 budget and is in fact part and 
parcel of an attempt to reverse Jamaica's 
present economic difficulties. 

With the C.B.I. passed, it is clear that 
innovative mesures on the part of government 
ate required to facilitate private sector 
cxveativity and increase worker productivity, 
#0 as to meet the challenges ahead posed by 
C.B.I. 
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COUNTRY SECTTON EL SALVADOR 


FMLN-FDR STRATEGY DESIGNED TO CHANGE U.S. POLICY 
Paris REVOL TION in French 22 Jul 83 p 16 


{Interview with Enrique Guatemala by Bernard Umbrecht: "El Salvador: the Creation 
of a Revolutionary Army"; date of interview: end of June; place not given] 


[Text] Ponald Reagan recently refused to rule out the pos- 
sibility that the United States might intervene directly in 

El Salvador. The last half of the year promises to be deci- 
sive in the region. Enrique Guatemala, who supplies our com- 
mentary, is a member of the international relations commission 
of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front-Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (FMLN-FDR). 


[Question] How would you describe the present situation in El] Salvador? 
Elections have been held, and that's been forgotten. The guerilla war has 
taken its toll. There is a crisis in the government army. Is this the status 
quo? 


Enrique Guatemala: Militarily, the present situation is essentially one of ad- 
vances by the FMLN. This is shown by its approach to towns, the growth of mili- 
tary units, and the formation of a revolutionary army. In contrast, the army of 
the Salvadoran government is in a state of moral and political collapse. Its 
regular units are incapable of taking part in large-scale operations against 

the FMLN. 


This is a very important aspect, because elite troops are the only support of 
the Salvadoran army. These troops are being forced to perform such tasks as 
guarding bridges or doing police work. That creates an advantageous situation 
for us, because it allows us to maintain a strategic initiative and keep the 
Salvadoran army in defensive positions. It may be the beginning of its total 
collapse. The Reagan administration thus found itself obliged to draw up a new 
plan, a military one with elections as a political cover. 


The Americans' immediate objective is to gain time in order to train new elite 
battalions for combat and try to retake the offensive. 


[Question] Does this mean that the Salvadoran government is completely out of it? 
And what are these elite battalions? 
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Lnrique Guatemala: That's right. A military solution is being prepared 

because there is no possibility of a military solution. There are presently 

5 elite battalions of a thousand men each. They are distinguished by training in 
antiguerilla techniques and mobility. They are swift-strike units. The elite 
troops were originally conceived of as being units in charge of cleaning out 
zones controlled by the FMLN after offensives carried out by the national army. 


But these elite troops are now obliged to take over missions that the national 
army cannot perform. These military and political difficulties that the Salva- 
doran regime is having are leading the United States to try to play for time. 
As a result, elections have been organized to set up a government to legalize 
the plan of massively eliminating the FMLN forces and pacifying the country. 
The elections are also intended to tranquilize Congress on the matter of the 
quest for a political solution. The elections are a way to stall for time, 
that's what they mean. For this reason, too, Richard Stone, Ronald Reagan's 
roving ambassador to Central America, has begun to talk about dialogue with 

the guerillas in order to calm down Congress and get international support. 


[Question] Has there been a meeting between Richard Stone and the Front? 


Enrique Guatemala: Not yet. There has been nothing concrete. We are planning 
for this possibility. We have made a direct proposal to Richard Stone in order 
to force the U.S. administration to commit itself on the matter of a political 
solution. There has been no serious response. 


[Question] Why has a revolutionary army been formed? 


Enrique Guatemala: At the beginning, the struggle oi the Salvadoran people was 
directed towards a victory over the military dictatorship, and we foresaw a con- 
frontation with North American imperialism after this victory was achieved. 
llowever, the fact that the Americans have not managed to win victories in 

other areas of the world has led them to seek one in Central America. 


This situation explains the widening of the war and the transition from the phase 
of popular insurrection to that of revolutionary warfare. Tne Salvadoran army is 
receiving more and more technical and economic aid. That has forced us to develop, 
too. The struggle is becoming more and more a military one. We now have the 
problem of incorporating the masses into the revolutionary army as well as into 
the services or liaison structures between the army and the social organization. 
That is the outlook for the next 6 months, when the direction of the war will be 
decided. In the next phase, our tactic will be to put the elite battalions to 
rout in order to force the Americans to make a decision on the situation in El 
Salvador. Either there will be direct and massive intervention or a process of 
negotiation will be started. 


[Question] In short, it is now a matter between the Front and the United States? 


Enrique Guatemala: Yes. Our movement has taken the form of a war of national 
liberation. 
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[Question] How much territory does the Front control, and how are things 
organized there? 


inrique Guatemala: The Front controls about two-fifths of the territory. 

There are also zones of political expansion, where we have some political hold, 
and zones disputed by the two sides. In the zones of control, a people's govern- 
ment and civil administration are being created; they are based on popular as- 
semblies. There is a sort of division of labor between the military and poli- 
tical structures. 


|Question] Have you managed to get some kind of economy going? What is it 
based on? 


Enrique Guatemala: There is an economy based on the production of cereals and 
vegetables for food in the zones of control, but none of these zones is self- 
sufficient. Hence the logistic corridors linking them to the outside. 


[Question] Is the increased role that the United States has assigned to Honduras 
cauSing you extra trouble? 


Enrique Guatemala: All the reinforcements in Honduras are intended to train 
troops in antiguerilla techniques, but our impetus is stronger than the enemy's. 
(hat leads us to believe that when the Americans have trained new elite battalions, 
we will have already struck a blow at those that now exist. The new ones will 
have to fill the gap. 


[Question] It's a bit of a race, 
tnrique Guatemala: Exactly. We are going through a very important period. 


the possibility of American intervention is on the agenda. Hence the importance 
of the World Solidarity Front's sticking with El Salvador against such intervention. 


8782 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


GOVERNMENT-OWNED FORMER HOLIDAY INN REFURBISHED, SET TO OPEN 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 23 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] THE locally-owned Grenada Beach Hotel in Grand Anse, formerly owned by 
Commonwealth Holiday Inn of Canada, will be officially opened next Sunday 
afternoon. 


The hotel, which was partially destroyed by fire in September 1981 was bought 
by the People’s Revolutionary Government earlier this year and is being reno- 
vated at an approximate cost of $500,000. 


Andre Cherman, the hotel's new manager, said 150 of its 184 rooms will be 
available to guests by August 1. There are already some guests booked for 
Friday for the long August weekend, he added. 


Cherman disclosed that work on the burn-out section, which includes the main 
kitchen and the other rooms, will begin early next year. 


Some $1.2 million in kitchen equipment, such as cutlery, glasses and linen, 
and furniture for the hotel arrived from Britain on Wednesday. 


About 60 to 70 workers, most of them employed at the hotel when the fire 
occurred, will be taken on initially, he said. 


At present, about 40 workmen are now putting the finishing touches to the 
front office, kitchen and roof of the burnt-out section. Cleaning up of the 
grounds and rooms is also being done. 


Now that the hotel is locally-owned, Cherman said, it will emphasise local 
drinks and food, but there will be international menues as well. 


The new name was chosen for three reasons: it gets visitors to focus on the 
destination, the hotel is located directly on the beach, and it was initially 
known by that name. 


The hotel, the largest in Grenada, will seek to cater for a broad section of 
tourists at attractive rates, Cherman added. 
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He revealed that it has decided to reduce its rates 20 per cent below the 
average charged by other hotels in the island. 


Cherman, a Grenadian who has been working in the hotel industry in the Carib- 
bean and Canada for the past 13 years, says he expects the hotel to make a big 
difference to the country's tourist industry. 


"We expect to do very good business with the opening of the international air- 
port at Point Salines next March", he said 


The hotel will be opened in time to accomodate the many visitors from North 


America, Europe and the Caribbean, who are expected here next month for Carni- 


val and other activities, such as a conference of the American Association of 
Jurists. 


CSO: 3298/849 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 





BRIEFS 


CARRIACOU MANEUVERS--THE Recent "Marshie Williams Defence of the Homeland" 
manoeuvre in the sister island of Carriacou, has been termed the most disci- 
plined and well-organised manoeuvre ever held in the nation. The manoeuvre 
was named after Fitzroy "Marshie” Williams, a former People's Revolutionary 
Army (PRA) solider and firm supporter of the Revolution, who died in an acci- 
dent in Carriacou late last year. Marshie was described as an outstanding 
soldier and an activist in community development and in mobilising people to 
try their best to develop themselves. A report on the manoeuvre said that one 
of its most outstanding aspects was the number of children under 12 years tak- 
ing part, most of whom expressed sincere intention to fight side by side with 
adults if their country is invaded. Another outstanding aspect was the par- 
ticipants’ persistence and discipline. Whereas in previous manoeuvres people 
were asking to go home to bathe and care their animals, this time such re- 
quests were absent. The three days spent in the terrain were serious ones 
during which the people demonstrated their full awareness and combative pre- 
paredness. Carriacou calypsonian [Grandis] "Lion" Joseph said the manoeuvres 
linked people together to preserve the Revolution and the tremendous gains it 
has brought. On its final day,-there was target practice with live ammuni- 
tion, which further demonstrated the Carriacounans’ dexterity with the various 
weapons. The exercise culminated in a mini-motorcade through Carriacou with 
high-spirited chanting, followed by a rally at Hillsborough. [St Georges FREE 
WAST INDIAN in Enlish 23 Jul 83 p 6] 


CSO: 3298/849 


25 








COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TAXI DRIVERS WHO SUPPORTED SPA PROTEST HARASSED BY GOVERNMENT 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p5 


[Text] GEORGETOWN, Thurs., (Cana)--TAXI-DRIVERS in Guyana, many of whom 
heeded last week's Opposition call for a one-day strike, have found themselves 
the butt of a new police campaign against unroadworthy vehicles. 


Police have ordered more than 100 taxi-drivers to report for what the Govern- 
ment's Traffic Department said were checks to ensure that the vehicles were in 
proper working order. 


But spokesmen for the taxi-owners have accused the police of taking retalia- 
tory action against those who supported the day of protest organised by the 
Working People's Alliance (WPA), to demonstrate resentment of continuing 
shortages of certain basic food items. 


A statement from the Traffic Department said the taxis were being checked 
"because of the increased number of accidents and road fatalities. The de- 
partment is also concerned about the general misuse of the roads and the care- 
lessness of some drivers." 


The statement said the police were aware of vehicle owners’ difficulties in 
acquiring spare parts (due to Guyana's continuing chronic foreign exchange 
shortage), but while "this is being considered, there is also the population 
of injured persons to be taken into consideration." 


It said the State-run Guyana Transport Services has recently put new ‘buses 
into operation, and commuters should take full advantages of this facility. 


The National Hired Car Drivers’ Association, reacting to the statement, 
charged that certain traffic policemen were harassing the taxi-drivers. The 
association alleged that in some cases they were doing so to solicit funds for 
themselves. 


There have been cases, the association said, in which vehicles seized, were 
released almost immediately, if the drivers paid over sums ranging from $20 to 
$40, while in other cases, the vehicles were held for more than 24 hours on 
simple charges of defective wipers, tail lamps or number plates. 


Police, however have described these allegations as absurd. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


NAVY TO REPAIR, EQUIP WARSHIPS--Lima, 22 Aug (AFP)--It was reported in Lima 
today that the Peruvian Navy will repair and equip in Amsterdam its main 
warship, the cruiser Almirante Grau, through a $116.5-million contract. 

The weekly THE LIMA TIMES, which is usually a reliable source in economic 
affairs, has reported that an agreement was made with ADM [expansion unknown] 
and a Phillips subsidiary, Hollandse Signaal. The latter will be in charge 
of equipping the ship with electronic equipment. Lastly, the weekly stated 
that the Peruvian Navy plans to equip seven other destroyers with this 
electronic equipment. This will be accomplished thanks to an investment, 
which, added to the one previously cited will reach $600 million over a 
period of 3 to 5 years. [Text] [PY231414 Paris AFP in Spanish 2244 GMT 

22 Aug 83) 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS COMMENTS ON INDEPENDENCE-RELATED ISSUES 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 p 12 


[Text] BASSETERRE, Thurs., (Cana)--ST. KITTS-NEVIS, the last remaining Brit- 
ish Associated State in the English-speaking Caribbean, gains political inde- 
pendence in just under two month's time, with the three major parties divided 
on the timing as well as the deal given to the smaller island--Nevis. 


The Opposition Labour Party, which had ruled the State for 27 years prior to a 
stunning electoral defeat in 1980, contends that the Coalition Government made 
up of the People's Action Movement (PAM) and the Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP), does not have a mandate to go ahead with Independence before new 
elections. 


But Prime Minister-designate, Dr. Kennedy Simmonds, says that fresh elections 
are not necessary since the parties had agreed during the last campaign that 
Independence, was, at least desirable, and indeed, inevitable. 


Concern 


A new dimension to the Independence issue, however, has been a concern ex- 
pressed by Dr Simmonds himself that the country will not be able to defend 
itself. 


“We are unable to defend ourselves and so then, we can be at the mercy of 
mercenaries and other international agents," said Dr. Simmonds. 


He added: "Then, there is what I call a natural concern over the general 
economic situation in the world and how we as a small developing country can 
cope with it." 


St. Kitts, the first Caribbean island to be settled by Europeans more than 350 
years ago; will be known as the Federation of St. Christopher-Nevis--the third 
Independent twin-island State in the Caribbean, after Trinidad and Tobago and 
Antigua and Barbuda. 


On September 19, the 269-square kilometre state will end 16 years of British 


Associated Statehood under as divisive a cloud of controversy as that which 
followed its voluntary association with Britain in 1967. 
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Perhaps the main bone of contention is the so-called Nevis settlement, which 
gives the smaller island--95 square kilometres and a population of less than 
10,000-~a greater say in the running of its own affairs. 


In addition, the island, which will have Dr. Simmonds's coalition partner, 
Simeon Daniel, leader of the NRP as Premier, will also have a larger voice in 
the independent country's Parliament. 


The Labour Party has charged that Nevis will benefit too much from the new 
constitutional arrangements and has insisted that despite its larger size, St. 
Kitts could play a subservient role to Nevis that may eventually lead to the 
dismemberment of the State. 


However, the Government has rejected the suggestions and submitted that the 
settlement with Nevis could be seen throughout the Caribbean as a model for 
resolving conflicts among multi-island states. 


Dr. Simmonds has said that the constitutional arrangements have been designed 
to give some protection to the minority and the small state, a proper voice in 
the affairs of the country. 


There had been some fears that given St. Kitts size, greater economic resour- 
ces and high level of development, Nevis would be swamped and there could be a 
resurgence of the secession question. 


But Dr. Simmonds expressed confidence that his Government has dealt adequately 
with the problem. 


Anguillas' Future 


"It is clear that we have dealt with it up to this point, because there was 
grave disunity in 1979," he said. "In fact, the secession of Nevis was all 
but accomplished, because in 1979 at the (preliminary Independence) conference 
in London, it was decided that the state would proceed to Independence as 
early as possible in 1980 and 18 months after that, there would be a referen- 
dum on Nevis, at which they would decide whether they would want to secede or 
not.” 


He added: "I don't think too many of us have any doubt about what the outcome 
would have been. So, the fact that we have averted that and reached to the 
point where we have produced together a Constitution for moving forward into 
Independence is evidence that we have averted it up to this point, and I am 
hoping that the same spirit and the same co-ordination and co-operation which 
have existed up to this point can continue." 


On the question of Anguilla, which formed part of the state up to 1967, Dr 
Simmonds said he did not think that it would return to the fold. 


"I am quite certain in my mind, but, again, had we had an opportunity to draft 
a Constitution--maybe 10, 15 years ago--that we might have been able to bring 
Anguilla back into the fold, but as I said, we have to take things as they 
are, not as we wish they were," he said. 
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Anguilla's future may well be decided at some other time, but St. Kitts-Nevis 
will at midnight on September 19 lower the green, yellow and blue vertically 
stripped flag, adopted in 1967, and raise the new symbol of nationhood--a 
green, yellow, black and red standard. 


The old coat of arms has beenmodified for post-Independence use, while the 
motto--"Unity is trinity"--used before Anguilla's secession, will be changed 
to--"country above self." A new national anthem has also been chosen. 


Britain will be represented at official functions during the Independence 
celebrations by Princess Margaret, sister of Queen Elizabeth II. 


Two of the State's best known figures in international entertainment, black 
American actress Cicely Tyson, who is of Nevisian parentage, and U.K.-based 
singer, Joan Armatrading, are also expected in the state for the celebrations. 
Miss Tyson is expected to officially declare open the restored Hamilton House, 


the birthplace of Alexander Hamilton, first Treasury Secretary of the United 
States. 


CSO: 298/851 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS SEES CARICOM AS VEHICLE FOR NATIONAL GROWTH 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 Jul 83 p 19 


{Text} ROSEAU, Tues., (Cana)--PREMIER of St Kitts-Nevis, Dr Kennedy Simmonds, 
has support for the regional integration movement "as a vehicle for national 
growth and development." 


Addressing the 15th annual convention of the ruling Dominica Freedom Party 
(DFP) in the village of Delices, 45 miles east of here, Mr. Simmonds, whose 
twin-island State becomes independent in September, said there was a need for 
continued support for the Caribbean Community (Caricom) if the region was to 
survive. 


"Believe me when I tell you that we can make it in this harsh and unrelenting 
world if we pull together and strengthen the process of Caribbean integra- 
tion,” he added. 


"Have faith in it, and support the efforts of your leaders, to use the region- 
al integration movement as a vehicle for national growth and development. 


Boldly 


He added: "My brothers and sisters, we must join hands as a Caribbean people 
and strive together to bring a better quality of life to all our people. 


"Don't expect riches, do not promise a bed of roses but if we strike out bodly 
to the sky we can certainly together reach the stars." 


Dr Simmonds said that even within the broad framework of Caricom, the smaller 
States of the Eastern Caribbean had grouped themselves together, "giving 
recognition to the fact that even in the general framework of poor, developing 
countries we share special problems peculiar to our size, our colonial history 
of single-crop economies and our small market." 


Free Choice 


He added; "The message of Caribbean solidarity must go out from here and 
spread throughout Dominica and the region. 
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It is a message which must transcend partisan boundaries because it is a 
peoples message”. 


The St Kitts-Nevis leader also spoke about defence and security. "We who in- 
habit small independent States are vulnerable to the perils of adventurism 
from within and from without", he said, adding: "Our surest defence is not 
our force of arms..." 


He said this was so because of the basic problems confronting the small coun- 
tries, mainly in the area of finance. "Our surest defence is a vigilant and 
determined people committed to preserving their right of free choice and to 
abhor violence and spurn subversion." 


cso: 3298/851 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


UNMARRIED WOMEN EMPLOYEES GAIN EQUALITY OF STATUS 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 23 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] SEVERAL hundred women employed in the Civil Service of the State this 
week had a longstanding discriminatory practice affecting them removed. 


All unmarried females working for the Establishment in the professions such as 
Nursing, Teaching, The Police Force, and Clerical Appointments in the Public 
Service will now qualify for treatment equal to that accorded to the married 
women working for the Government. 


For 1982, there were some 2,233 persons employed in the Civil Service, and of 
that number it is reliably estimated that no fewer than about 600 are unmar- 
ried women, (although the number will never remain the same for long). 


In the past, women who were not married were forced to RESIGN their Government 
jobs if they became pregnant, although married women were granted the provil- 
ege of one (1) month's maternicy leave with pay, in addition to any other 
accumulated leave available to them. The unmarried mother could reapply for 
her Government job, but she had to wait for one (1) year, and the break in her 
service meant she had to start all over to acquire "long service” pension 
rights. 


The Cabinet has considered representations made by a number of women's organi- 
sations, including the Business and Professional Women of St. Kitts (B.P.W.), 
and has changed Government policy so that unmarried women appointed to the 
Civil Service will be entitled to maternity leave, and will no longer be re- 
quired to give up their livelihood. 


This decision is considered by many to be a much needed relief for an unfair 
and old-fashioned penalty designed for a rigid society not in keeping with a 
modern outlook or with the new INDEPENDENCE Constitution which seeks to remove 
the stigma of illegitimacy and discrimination of women. 


CSO: 3298/851 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


ISLAND FLAGS--Cabinet has decided that St. Kitts and Nevis will have island 
colours. The island colour will bear the National Flag in the top left hand 
canton or quarter of the Flag. The other cantons will bear a design, symbolic 
of the respective island. The Protocol in respect of the usage of the island 
colours, will be established. It should however be noted that the National 


Flag will take the place of honour, at all times. [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in 
English 23 Jul 83 p 1) 


MEDICAL SCHOOL--Ground is being cleared for the construction in St. Kitts of 
this State's first tertiary-level educational institution. Government has at- 
tracted an offshore Medical School which will prepare medical students for 
full qualifications to enter the medical profession at American standards. 

The ROSS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE will be established at West Farm Es- 
tate, about three miles west of Basseterre, on the site of agricultural lands 
seized by the Labour Government in 1974 under a State of Emergency. The ad- 
vent of this Facility will generate a program of assistance to our local Hos- 
pitals to cater to the practical side of the tuition. The School is targetted 
for completion in October 1983. [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 23 Jul 83 
p 1) 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CITIZENS URGE GOVERNMENT TO REPORT ON UNRESOLVED ISSUES 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 23 Jul 83 p 3 


[Advertisement ] 


Paid Advertisement 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister and Cabinet Members, 


You are now in your second year of office 


and we would like to be informed on a variety 
of matters. The lack of information leads to sus- 
picion. Please remove this suspicion. It is our 
right to be informed. 


a 


1. What is the status of the Passport Scandal. 


What happened about the imminent appre 
hension of the absconding ex-police officer. 


There are rumours that a new Consumption 
tax Bill is to be put to Parliament which will 
have the effect of am across the board cost 


‘ 


of living increase. Is this true and if so why. 


What is the status of your much proclaimed 
reorganization of the Civil _ Service. Has it 
been commenced? 


Why has cement been handed back to private 
industry. Is it because Government was losing 
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money or is this a fulfilment of Govern 
ment’s policy. Please tell us. 


5. How can the Minister of Agriculture justify 
taking on another onerous, time consuming 
job with its potential for conflict of interest 
with his Ministerial function. Is he saying 


that he has done all he can in the Ministry 
and there is nothing left to do? | 


6. Medical services — a mess of fatal proportions. 
What are you doing about it? 


Please tell us. We waat to know. We have a 
right to know. . 


CONCERNED CITIZENS. 


CSO: 3298/835 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ST LUCIA 


EDITORIAL ASSESSES PARLIAMENTARY OMBUDSMAN OPERATION 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 23 Jul 83 p 2 


(Editorial: "A New Tool in Pursuit of Justice"] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


IN recent weeks we have been hearing 
quite a bit about the Office of the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner (Ombuds- 
man), one of the more important provi- 
sions of the Constitution which was 
edopted in 1979 when St. Lucia be 
came incependent. 

This is an additional avenue — which 
was never there before — open to the 
public to seek redress if they feel they 
have been treated unfairly by any 
public servant. me 

Yet, as Mr. Hunter Francois says in 


his first report which was recently 
presented 15 Parliament, St. Lucians 


are not making adequate use of this 
Office. 


On the surface, it could be 
interpreted that St. Lucia’s record is 
such that there are not many com- 
plaints to require the attention of the 
Ombudsman. But is this really the 
case? 

in recent times, there has been a 
tendency in this country to take 
allegations to the streets where 
maximum mischief can be obtained 
and nothing resolved rather than to the 
various institutions and agencies 
which are in fact competent to deal 
with them. Where are those people, for 
instance. who are said to be victims of 
acts of victimisation by public officiais? 
Have they not heard of the 
Parilamentary Commissioner’s office? 


3298/835 
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it is our view that the office of 
Parliamentary Commissioner is 
competent to deal with complaints of a 
‘public’ nature. it is, too, a very 
powerful office, so powerful that the 
Constitution provides severe penalties 
for anyone who ‘“‘wilfully obstructs, 
hinders or resists the Commissioner 
without lawful justification or excuse.’’ 

The office of Parliamentary Commis- 
sion is there to ensure better all-round 
Government. If the wel! being of society 
is to be properly catered for public 
confidence in the administration of the 
law is of the greatest importance. 

individuais must be confident that 
the powers of State will be exercised 
fairly, and in accordance with natural 
justice and the rule of law. The power 
and the authority of the State are 
administered by individuais, and by 
reason of human error alone mistakes 
and misjudgments must necessarily 
occur. As society and government 
become more complex, the office of 
Parliamentary Commissioner is an 
additional tooi for the protection of 
civil rights. 

We commend the efforts by the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner himself to 
spread the news about the service 
ottered by his office and wish to exhort 
more St. Lucians to use this tool in their 
continued pursuit of justice. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BRITON IMPLICATED BY COMPTON IN LIBYAN PLOT ISSUES DENIAL 


Castries THE VOICE in English 27 Jul 83 p 14 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRADE GAP FOR 6 MONTHS ENDING LAST MARCH NARROWS 


Castries THE VOICE in English 27 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text | THERE are indications here that the Government's 


recent call on St Lucians to curb their imports .and 
produce more for export is meeting with success. 

The island's trade gap appears to be narrowing 
over the past six months ending last March according 
to figures published by the Government's Statistical | 
Department A 

Exports (including re-ex- -Lucians must produce and 
ports) on the other hand. spse export more while at the same 
trom $24 4 millon for the first Ome exercising restraint in their 
three months of last year to simports. 
$39 7 milion this year ' The 

The 1983 figures were aiso imports this year was in the 
better in both respects tothose area of 
for the last quarter of 1982 ~ which 
This year's imports are down over the figure for the first 
by $20 milton dollars while quarter 
exports for the first quarter of and tran: equiprient also 
tne year show a $10 million signifieanty from 

mcrease over the figure for $16.4 millon last,year to $9.6 

October to December last mition this year. . 

year | On the other hand, St. 

The Governments has  Lucia’s exports of food and live 
repeatedly called on St. animals was up thid year by $2 

Lucians to ¢trive to narrow the —s milion, manufactured goods by 

trade gap its return to $3 million and machinery and 
power 14 months ago transport equipment by $8 
The latest occasion was last _ milion, the increase in the latter 

April when Prime Minister John — que mainly to re-exports. 
Compton presented his - ° According to the report, most 
Government's fiscal budget to of St. Lucia’s imports continue 
Parliament Revealing that the to come from the United 
island had a adverse balance of States. However, there was a 
trade of $200 million, he Significant drop in —— 
asked. “How can we con from that market during the first 
to Wwe beyond our s quarter of this year. note een 
without paying the supreme Period, imports regis 
benalty of economic collapse?” Mere $19.5 milion compered 

To prevent this, he said, St. | 0 $45i7 millon last year and 
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$28.5 million in the last quarter 
of 1982. 


Exports to the United, States 
also fell this year by $1 million 
compared with the first quarter 
of last year. 


Bye comparison, St. Lucia 
imported $2 million less to the 
CARICOM = region betwee:, 
January and March this year 
that it did last year and 
exported $2 million more to 
that market this year. 


However the biggest 
increase in exports this year 
was to the non Commonwealth 
Caribbean countries mainly 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands where a $10 million 
hike was recorded. Exports to 
the European Economic 
Community (EEC) also rose by 
$3 million, mainly to the United 
Kingdom. 


Trinidad, Jamaica, Dominica 
and Barbados, in that order, 


were St. Lucia’s biggest 


CARICOM markets during the 
first quarter of 1983 while 
Trinidad, Barbados and St. 
Vincent took the bulk of the 
isiand’'s CARICOM = import 
frade. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


WATER CONTAMINATION BY FARMERS--KINGSTOWN, Thurs., (Cana)--VINCENTIAN farmers, 
cultivating lands too close to one of the main water catchment areas at 
Montreal, about 12 miles north-east of Kingstown, have been asked to vacate 
the lands. The Ministries of Health and Trade and Agriculture said the use of 
insecticides, fungicides and other chemicals in the lands endangered the lives 
of citizens. Last month, three men used an insecticide to kill crayfish close 
to a main water supply intake here, forcing the Central Water and Sewerage 
Authority (CWSA) to lock-off distribution to Kingstown and its suburbs for al- 
most a day, while the system was purified. Since then, there have been calls 
for tighter security at water supply sources. The Ministry of Agriculture 
said it had served the occupants with notices to vacate the area on numerous 
occasions, the latest being two years ago, but that to date no one had 
complied with the request. The ministry said it had now been instructed by 
Cabinet to take whatever action it felt necessary to get the farmers out. 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 p 5] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


POLITICAL LEADERS INVOLVED IN LOCAL ELECTIONS CAMPAIGNING 

Panday at Alliance Convention 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 24 Jul 83 pp 1, 15 
[Article by Mikey Mahabir] 


[Text] OPPOSITION LEADER Basdeo Panday told his supporters at the National 
Alliance convention last night that they must seize the opportunity to treat 
the local government elections as a referendum. 


"You are either for corruption or against corruption. You are either for the 
Sam P. Wallace bribery or you are against it. Either for the DC-9 scandal or 
against it. Eitehr for the independence of the Judiciary or against it," Mr. 
Panday told the Alliance convention held at the Rienzi Complex, Couva, at 
which the Alliance candidates for the August 8 elections were presented. 


Mr. Panday told his listeners: "If you are for corruption, dictatorship, 
maladministration and inefficiency, then you vote for the Pn¥. If you are 
against these things, then you vote for the Opposition--whether it be ONR or 
the Alliance." 


He said: "I am sure you have realised that Prime Minister George Chambers 
himself recognises the national importance of these local government elec- 
tions. He knows he has by his bungling lost the confidence of the people. He 
wants a mandate, and he wants it badly." 


He asked: "How else will he be able to further reduce subsidies and send up 
prices even further? How else will he be able to raise taxes to satisfy the 
big boys in the PNM? How else will he be able to give away more and more 
money to fascist Burnham and Guyana? He needs you to confirm that you like it 
so. The choice is yours." 


The Opposition Leader said that "We at the leadership level have done all in 

our power to lay for you the foundations for victory. The rest is now up to 

you--the candidates and our supporters. You are in an extremely strong posi- 
tion to bring home that victory, and you must do it with dignity and decorum. 
Do not degenerate to gutter politics. 
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Not having anything with which to go to the people, the PNM, the said, was 
resorting to the most degrading campaign to hold on to power. He charged that 
the PNM was trying to whip up and revive the historic racial tensicns and 
suspicions among the peoples," upon which they have relied so often to win 
elections," thank God he said, they have failed 


Mr. Panday recalled that during the debate on his motion of no confidence in 
the Prime Minister for his unwarranted attack on the Judiciary, the PNM did 
their best to introduce racism into the proceedings, but, he added they failed 
again. 


He said they have come to undexstand that politics is about water and roads 
and electricity and houses. It is about jobs and retrenchment, about high 
prices and about demolition of people's homes. 


The PNM, he added, realising it may have to “fish elsewhere for red herrings," 
had Kamaluddin Mohammed launch his boat on troubled waters. Mr. Panday said 
that Mr. Mohammed, a former Minister of Local Government, has said that if the 
Opposition controls the local government bodies, the PNM-controlled central 
government would starve them of funds. 


"What Kamal is in fact telling the electorate," Mr. Panday said "is that they 
have no right to remove the PNM from office even though they are inefficient. 


"Without knowing it, Kamal has, in fact, told you that you have now lost your 

democratic right to be ruled by a government of your choice. When we told you 
that one day you will wake up and discover that PNM *ad taken away your free- 

dom, you thought we were joking," he said. 


Alliance Strategy 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text] FIRST PRIORITY in the f ing Local elections is to drive 
the lock, stock and barrel, out of Alliance strongholds, and that has been 
chad ae cas of tb Gneeah enetegion t 0 National Alliance of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

Mr. Michael Harris, an executive 
menrber of Alliance, spoke on the 
manifesto on Saturday night during 
the Alliance conven at Rienzi 
Complex, Couva, and touched on the 
many issues in the document. 

According to the electoral 
strategy the Allience Party of 


the most crucial question that ari 
ses from all that has been said." 
On the question of a democratic 
organisation, the answer comes in 
= parts, according to the Al- 


‘In the first place, we must seek 
to persuade the other parties in the 


peewee will om = a course 
ringin existing parties 
under one umbrella. 

It was disclosed that they may 
see other parties throw their 
‘“‘cocoons’’ and try to spread their 


wth ; ; , 

“The immediate guestion which 
arises, of course, is just how do we 
accomplish that? How do we -ner- 
suade the other parties, and by ex- 
tension, the other communities in 
our country, to enter the fold? That 
is the most vital, the most critical, 
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country by the manner in which we 
conduct our business. We must so 
conduct our affairs that none who 
looks us from outside can 
doubt t ours is a completely 
democratic organisation...."’ 

The second part of the answer is, 
at this time, of far greater urgency. 

“It brings us right up against 
whole question electoral strat- 
egy. For we shall persuade the other 
parties to join us, if and when we 
emerge, without the slightest 
shadow. of a doubt, not simply as the 
most formidable opponent of the 











“In other words, we must strive 
for a situation in which there are, in 
terms of electoral strength, only 
two choites; the present dis- 


Support From Tobagans 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jul 83 p 3 


TOBAGONIANS are coming to Trinidad to give full support to the National 
{Text ] Alliance in preparation for the August 8 Local Government elections. Politics is 
we 


a serious thing, ‘and when oye Sp See. We oe See oe O- 


Hochoy Charies, Leader of Tobago of Assembly, on Saturday night. 
Mr Charlies was ex- Minister of Agriculture 
tending gremines prom Lands and Food Prod 
Tobago to the uction,” somewhere in 
copyention at Rienzi Trinidad recently”. 
Complex in Couva. He He said those threats 
apologised for the were actually made to 
asbence of Mr A.N.R. Tobagonians. He referred 


two weeks of your 
WF ae net ee 
He — “g 4 ae med was merely 
Tobago up . to ini 1 
minds to do something, i. ae thom, 


ot, recalled " the the people of Tobago, 
last document thet Dr i they ad 
Williams received in Par. ae of Tobago. still 
liament was the repo 

of the salaries for Tot voted DAC, said Mr 


i 
| 
7 
i 
¢ 


Mr Charles told his au- 
dience that ‘Trinidadians Page om Ry om get 
half as much as Tobago making since the DAC 
— Se took control of the is- 
oe a eee ee, land. He said that for 25 
referred to newspa years, Tobago had been 
clippings’ to a neglected the same way 
ae. ee a oe 
Kamaluddin Mohammed, Were, for the past 27 











Appeal to Tenant Group 
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Humphrey Assassination Charge 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p 3 
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Further Humphrey Remarks 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text] REP. JOHN HUMPHREY, (Opposition, St Augustine) said yesterday he has 
no intention of relaxing his efforts to remove the ruling People’s National 
Movement from power. 


He said his efforts have been legal and constitutional inside and outside of 
Parliament and he had never threatened violence to any of the PNM people. 


Rep. Humphrey was commenting on his statements made at a meeting in Curepe in 
which he said that in the event of any attempts to assassinate him, he had 
made arrangements, and guns had been brought into the country and Government 
Ministers would be assassinated in retaliation. 


Mr Humphrey, in a telephone conversation yesterday, said he had announced a 
year ago that he had taken "certain measures to protect myself and my family, 
because I was totally satisfied that the police could no nothing to protect 
me, and the harassment that we have been subjected to has continued and it was 
stepped up in the campaign for the Local Government elections." 


He said “At my meeting in Curepe, I merely reminded the PNM of the arrange- 
ments I had made to protect myself and my family. If that is what the news- 
papers consider to be threat of violence and threat of our democracy, then 
they do not understand either violence or democracy.” 


He noted that a parliamentarian (not an Opposition member) said at a function 
he attended that there was a permanent solution for him (Humphrey). He felt 
that the member was intoxicated (and he made allowances for that). BUt he 
said, there were other things were were "deadly serious.” 


Mr Humphrey said that after threats were written on his walls against him and 
his wife, he met the Commissioner of Police and other senior officers and 
while regular patrols were promised he did not get any guarantees. 


He charged that it was the PNM which had chosen violent action in breaking 
down squatters’ houses and usine arms. Somebody had to stand up, he said. "I 


chose the course of hammer and saw, Parliament, defiance and the media. What 
I have done is to protect my life," he said. 


PNM Rally 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text] Certain leaders of the Minister, Mr. Kamaluddin 
Organisation for National Mohammed, Parliamentar 
Reconstruction (ONR said 


( ) were promi- 

nent organisers and members of the this to a large when the 

(PNM). holding the Bighest | Jaunthed’ its campeign for the El 
. holdin e es cam 

tions in the party and fh the Socorro West electoral ward at 


° Second Avenue, Barataria, on 
Agriculture and Lands Production Saturday night. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COUNTRY SECTION 


VIABLLITY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES QUESTIONED 


Background, Future Roles 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 24 Jul 83 p 7 


[Article by Dennis Mahabir] 
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tney can possibly do cannot justify the vast: staff 
THE HORSE’S MOUTH 


Is it that these councils obey some tropical 
Parkinson’s Law of their own? i) ere 
The question is starkly relevant for we have 
all now heard straight from the horse’s mouth, as 
it were, that there is no hope of any improvement 
in efficiency, scope or influence of councils. 
If the ’s National Movement continues its control, 
t ag 


PNM the councils will find it difficult to get the funds 
to do their work. 

No doubt this is just what has been happening to the 
T House of Assembly 
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TOBAGO GOVERNMENT ISSUES UNDER FEDERAL CONSIDERATION 


Talk With Chambers 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 24 Jul 83 p 1 


[Article by Compton Delph] 


[Text] 


THE Tobago House of Assembly, 
at its meeting with Prime Minister 
George Chambers on Tuesday, will 
raise the controversial issue of the 
Government's failure to establish 
the Tobago House of Assembly Fund 
as demanded by law. 


The meeting takes place at the 
Crown Reef Hotel in Tobago, and 
Assembly Chairman, Mr. A.N.R. 
Robinson, will lead a six-man team 
which includes 
Callender, leader 
Opposition in the Assembly. 


Under the Tobago House of Assem- 
bly Act, provision is made for the 
establishment of a fund into which 
are to be placed all monies appropri- 
ated by Parliament for the use of 
the Assembly. 


But the fund, after almost three 
ears of existence of the Assembly, 
s not been established, and the 
Assembly has to keep a to 
the Ministry of Finance for the re- 


lease of funds to carry out its work. 

The mbly has _ charged 
publicly, 6n many occasions, that 
the Government refuses to estab- 
lish the fund so that it can maintain 
control and influence over the As- 


sembly. 

the debate on the 1984 
expenditure budget last month, As- 
sembi George Archer disclosed 


that Ministry of Finance had 
not “one penny” of a $1.2 
million allocation for the 


development of sport in Tobago. 
The Assembly, whose Teinien 


on Tuesday will also include Deputy 
, Dr. Jeff Davidson, and 


Mr. Charles, leader of the 
Assembly Sosy is also expected 
to raise with the Prime Minister 
the of control of its staff. 


Solution to this problem, which 


Commission jorisdiction over 
Assembly staff wre defented in the 


Second Meeting 


Senate on June 7. 

The Assembly has been arguing 
that the amendment should be 
retroactive to the date of the 
creation of the Assembly, as was 
done when the daily-paid staff was 
placed under the jurisdiction of the 
Chief Personnel Officer. 


But the Government refused to 
add the retroactive clause to the 
Bill and it was defeated in the 
Senate, after having been passed by 
the House of Representatives. 


An Assembly source yesterday des- 
cribed Tuesday’s meeting with Mr. 
Chambers as ‘very crucial to the 
state of affairs in Tobago.” 


Mr. Chambers, who last met with 
the Assembly on April 27, will be 
taking six s with him to 
Tuesda *s talks. Ot members of 
the T 0 team will be the two 
DAC Members of Parliament for To- 
bago, Miss Pam Nicholson and Mr. 
James ste,and Mr. Rudolph Mur- 


ray, legal officer of the Assembly. 
meeting starts at 10 a.m. 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Jul 83 p l 


T 
agg SCARBOROUGH: 
MR. ANR ROBINSON, Chairman 


of the Tobago House of Assembly, 
yesterday held a briefing session for 
members of the delegation to meet 
Prime Minister George Chambers 
today at the Crown Reef Hotel. 


This will be the second a 


between the Prime Minister a 


‘the Assembly the first was held in 
April at Riverside Plaza, Port of 


The talks are aimed at improvin 
relations between Government an 
the Assembly which has charged 
that its efforts to run Tobago as 
envisaged under the Tobago House 
of Assembly Act were being frus- 
trated by Government and its 
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ents. 
oer oday’s meeting is regarded as 


crucial according to an Assembly 


source. 
Even though it was reported that 


at the earlier meeting with the 
Prime Minister a number of steps 
had been identified for immediate 














Port-of-Spain 


action, it is known that the Assem- 
bly, controlled by Mr. Robinson's 
Democratic Action Congress (DAC) 
has been complaining that nothing 
has really changed. 
The Prime Minister will be accom- 
fees today by Mr. Kamaluddin 
anne, Minister of Agriculture 
nds and Food Production; Mr Me. Er- 
— Mahabir, a of Labour, So 
cial Security and Co-operatives; Mr. 
John fenation. Minister of Nation- 
al Security; Senator Russell Mar- 
tineau, Attorney General and Minis- 
ter of al Affairs and Senator 
Anthony Jacelon, Minister in the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning 
responsible for Central Goverament 
administration in T 


Mr. Vishnu Dean Mara) Com 
of Accounts, Mr. Martin. 

Director of the Organisation and 
Management Division and Mr. 
Horace Bailey. Permanert Secre- 





tary for Central Government Ad- 
ministrative Services in Tobago. 

The Assembly team, it is under- 
stood, will press for public disclosure 
of matters discussed with the Gov- 
ernment team. Public scrutin 
through information, it was stat 
would influence the ‘Government to 
take itive steps to implement 
fully t isions of the Act which 
created Assemblv. 


The Act pesaeee ‘for creation of 
Ss ouse of oa te bo 
or mon ria arlia- 
ment to be i Se pia Pied for the use of the 
Assembly. 


The Government has not 
lished the fund. The ae 
approach the Ministry of Finance 
“cap in " for to carry 
out work in Tobago, it was stated. 


The Assembly has charged that ough 
controlling its financing throu 
the Ministry of Finance, the Gov- 
ernment was maintaining illegal 
control over its affairs. 


estab- 
has to 


Return of House Bill 


TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 Jul 83 pp 1, 17 





[Text ] 


SCARBO 

THE GOVERNMENT will bring back to Parliament the defeated 
Fe TTAy Ck en nee ONC) 
Assembly (THA) staff and 


nhonal motion to 
Tobago House 


this time 


ROUGH: 
fe constitu- 
ction over the 
will be made 


retroactive to the date of the creation of the Assembly. 


This is one of the decisions taken 
ye esterday at the Crown Reef Hotel 
tween Prime Minister George 
Chambers and a Cabinet team and 
Mr. A.N.R. Robinson, Chairman of 
= THA and an Assembly delega- 


The meeting also decided to put 
into ration” the THA fund as re- 
quired by law and agreed in principle 
to a joint consultative committee. 

These were two major areas of 
agreement between the Govern- 
ment and the Assembly since the 
Assembly came into existence in 

— 1980. 
was also agreed that Prime 
sinister Chambers in consultation 
with Cabinet, will draw up a prog- 
——_ of positive action in imple- 
enting decisions taken | rent ter. 
aaeWe welcome this” 
Robinson, at the end of the meet- 
ing. ‘‘We have been having a lot of 
assurances in the past’’. 
-. joint communique yesterday 


ening stated rpose 
meeting - which lasted trom 10 a.m. 
2 


ae Tao 
Act 37 of 1980. 


to the smooth opera- 


sions were: 


im. was to continue discus- | 
under provisions of | 
Subjects covered in the discus- ! 
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© Legislation to bring the staff of 
the ne PSC under the jurisdiction 
of PSC as irom the date of the 


com into being of THA 
1900. for - 


Act; pe og 
the Assembly as set out Section 21 
in the Act. | 


CONSULTATIONS 


@ Proposals for joint consultations | 
betwee’, the Central Government 
and the THA. 


* 4 yo Assembly to take 
over functions of the Central 
Marketing , Tobago. 


@ State ste ot the Ce Crown Point airpo 


project with to pal vw 
cae ee the surfacing, 
Re of yo RB 


ment pro- 
jects in Tobago, including the site 
cael for onal recreation 
grounds at Low 

It was agreed that the functions 
set out in Section 21 of the Act 











relating to the impiementation o1 
Government policy were the 


an 
bv the Assembly under the law. 


The, Dries Rie Speeees: 
“rh was agreed that the + 


the question of release of money for 
—. projects with a view to 
action. 


this “regard matters raised in- 


— of Buccoo Reef, 
peeonene at Studley 
gust Fe tional office accom- 


modation Pe 7 ged in the 
building formally used as a commu- 


be lied copies of a nity centre at Bacolet Street, Scar- 
the Controller of Ac- 
counts dated July 16, 1983 contain- A joint consultative ~~ 
ing for was sarees * to im principle. The 
financial administration of the As- tions of the committee will ¥ to 
sembly and bringing it in line with consider all matters that may 
of the Act, and a r affect smooth relations between 
prepared by the Director, , the Assembly and the Government 
tion and ement of and in icular to review opera- 
tarting Assem t may. affect efficient 
ten rs ‘charge of the sibilities of the 
RELEASE OF FUNDS Assembly under 


Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance “undertook to look into 


Praise for Mutual Goodwill 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 28 Jul 83 p 8 


(Text] We are pleased to see good sense prevailing between Prime Minister 
George Chambers and Chairman of the Tobago House of Assembly A. N. R. Robin- 
son in efforts to smoothen out the prickly relationship that has arisen from 
the act setting up the Assembly in the sister isle. Laws, after all, are made 
by men and whatever their imperfections, we believe they can never be so com- 
plex or formidable as to defeat efforts based on goodwill and good faith to 
correct them. 


The Tobago House of Assembly Act, we must admit, is a most unsatisfactory 

piece of legislation, hazily concieved in a political context marked by un- 
certainty, vacillation, and a certain degree of peevishness. The discrepancies 
in the Act, in fact, have only served to aggravate the frustrations and dis- 
enchantment of Tobago folk who are alienated by a period of neglect and in- 
difference following the ruling party's loss of its seats in the island in the 
elections of 1976. 


So the effort to provide Tobagonians with greater control over their own 
affairs through a more elevated form of local government has had its problems 
from the beginning. 


Face-To-Face 
Thanks to Prime Minister Chambers and THA Chairman Robinson, the wounds are 


being healed. Their face-to-face discussions, arranged by the Prime Minister, 
are proving to be most helpful in getting matters straightened out. 


Tuesday's meeting between the two leaders and their teams of advisors, for 
example, was able to settle the problem of the status of public servants at- 
Anxiety among THA staff about losing 


tached to Lhe Tobago House of Assembly. 





their service benefits should be allayed with the cecision ty Government to 
return to Parliament with the defeated motion giving the Public Service Cor 
mission jurisdiction over them, but this time making the legislation retro- 
active to the date of the creation of the Assembly. 


The seven-hour meeting covered a wide-range of issues and it was also de- 
cided to put into operation the House of Assembly Fund as required by the law. 
It is understood that all funds appropriated by Parliament for use of the As- 
sembly are to be credited to the Fund from which the Assembly is expected to 
meet its expenditures. 


Another important decision that should make for the best future relations 
between the Central Covernment and the THA is the agreement in principle to 
establishment of a joint consultative committee which should serve as a 
machinery for settling disputes that may still arise as the provisions of the 
Act are brought into effect. 


Crucial 


llowever, there is still the difficult matter of the THA Budget to be decided 
and, since we all know that money has once again become a most serious prob- 
lem for the Government, we hope that the amiable spirit which has developed 
would also prevail in negotiations over this crucial aspect of the THA oper- 
ations. 


We expect also that the success of these discussions between Mr. Chambers 
and Mr. Robinson will bring to an end the threatening ultimatums that have 
been coming from sections of the Assembly and the rumblings about recession 
unless a more equitable relationship is established. 


We firmly believe in the unitary state of our country and we do not believe 


that any disruption of this unity would be calculated to serve the best in- 
terest of either island partner. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MINISTER MAHABIR ASSESSES ECONOMY, SPARKS REJOINDER 


Sources of Problems 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p 9 


[ Address by Mr. Errol Mahabir, Minister of Labour, Social Security and Cooper- 
atives, to the Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce on Wednes- 


day July 20] 


[Text ] 


IT IS always a pleasure for 
me to meet any sector of the 


southern “bus ts 
community and uss Wi 
them issues which impact on 


the welfare of our 





have always found . 
cussions both productive and 
stimulating. 

Our twin Chambers have over the 


years demonstrated two essential 
ties — a commitment to na- 
; development and a demdn- 


term solutions to the problems 
which the nation 
These 


will bear fruit; but of course their 
most obtrusive manifestation lies 
ule. saaiie eeete Ieee tno 
w 
deliberations and action which. your 
division, then having a more 
pendent identity, took twenty 
These qualities —- national com- 
mitment and the ability to take a 
view — are those which.are 


only durable solutions will be those 
w firm) 


sy 
our jobs and 


es. 
I would like to spend a few 
minutes talking about certain 
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aspects of the present situation and 
of the responsibilities which al! of 
us, particularly we in the South, 
must bear in coping with the transi- 


In my address to the 8th Biennal 
Conference of the Labour Congress 
last B yet I cited several interna- 
tional reports and surveys depicting 


a gloomy forecast of d economic 
— of very frightening dimen- 
8 


I do not p to popeet the 
details of the picture which I pre- 
sented then. It should suffice 
merely to point out that up to then 
the full throes and the adversities 
of the economic decline which were 
being experienced in the 
industrialised market economies 
had not yet transcended upon 


Trinidad and T to the extent 
have at present. 

t the full im would even- 
tually be felt in parts of the 
world, ha SA He. was not 
unexpected. a economic 

rate, reduced rices with 


muitiplier effects, more 
stringent protectionist trade 
j and: a dence of 


were some of the natural conse- 
quences which were expected in our 
own country in due course. 


As I said then, there was no indi- 
cation at that point in time of a 
likely reversal in the ne 
epeainers wane pane Sepetneneee 
the industrialise market 
economies; to the con the indi- 
st that the reces- 


could de . 
And so it did. It was therefore 
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The 23 July issue of the TRINIDAD GUARDIAN is unavailable. 


'Editor's Note: 


Critique of Mahabir's Views 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBACO 


TELCO IMPROVEMENTS ADVANCE, BUT NEW FUNDS ARE NEEDED 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] TRINIDAD and Tobago Telephone Company (Telco) yesterday announced 
significant improvements in its services. 


But at the same time the chairman of the State-owned utility warned that 
without the required financial foundation there could be serious setbacks. 


Representatives of the news media who were summond to the Trinidad Hilton were 
told among other things: 


--From midnight tonight, subscribers in the West and Belmont exchanges will 
receive international direct distance dialling facilities along with an 
enchance improvement in their lcoal calls; 


--Commissioning of a new tandem switch which will be the hub of Telco's 
network to offer better trunk facilities between Port of Spain and the rest of 
Trinidad and Tcebago. 


--Telco was installing new telephones at the rate of 1,000 week; 
--Increased telex services for the the business sector. 


Fielding questions from the Press personnel were senior officers of Telco, 
including its Chairman, Mr. Fenrick De Four; Dr. Neilson Mackay, Fxecutive 
Director; Mr. Winston Millet, General Manager (Finance and Administration) ; 
Mr. Marvin Larsen, Adviser to the General Manager (Technical Operations) and 
Mr. Neil Giuseppi, Public Relations Officer. 


Subscribers in the following areas are to benefit from tonight's switchover: 


Morvant, Belmont, St. Ann's, Cascade, Newtown, Woodbrook, St. James, St. 
Clair, Boissiere, Maraval (North of the Golf Course Road) and Cocorite. 


Also from August 20, subscribers in the 637...code will receive international 
direct distance dialling. 


Dr. Mackay revealed financing for phase two of District One development pro- 
ject of Telco was raised t:hrough loans from the Export Development Corporation 
of Canada ($226 million) and $180 million from a consortium of local banks. 
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Reflecting Government's position of not financing Telco's expenditure for 
capital works, Dr. Mackay said Telco was hunting on the international finance 
market in efforts to get loans at competitive rates. 


Negotiations are still underway for more money in this regard. 


Chairman De Four, in underlining the need for Telco be put on a viable foot- 
ing, said the deliberations of the Public Utilities Commission on Telco's 
application to increase its rates and charges were crucial to the company. 


Moaning that the matter should have already been completed, Mr. De Four hoped 
that the tribunal would be able to give its judgment by the end of 1983. 


In its search for funds on the international money market the Chairman said 
that Government would be needed to guarantee the loans--a normal requirement-- 
and while Telco would join other State enterprises in the line for such 
guarantee he was optimistic that the Government would back Telco. 


"The stop-go method of developing our telephone service in the past is not the 
best method. We are confident that we will be allowed to proceed with our 
ambitious development programme." 


Telco was also looking at the sharing of the revenue derived from overseas 
calls placed in TEXTEL. 


Dr. Mackay stressed that the Company's training programme was an integral part 
of its overall development programme and disclosed a rigorous programme took 


place--for all levels of personnel--at its training facility in Port of Spain. 


This programme also saw employees being sent abroad to study various telephone 
advances. 


CSO: 3298/858 
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GOVERNMENT UNVEILS $3-MILLLION PLAN TO ASSIST FISHERMEN 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text] CABINET has voted $3 million for providing facilities for 
fishermen. 


revealed by the Minister of Lands and Food Production, 
Ma. Kamehodtin rd aa es the opening of the central 
wholesale fish market at Sea Lots, Port of Spain, on Thursday. 


= system as: : 
ee a reasonable price 
the ‘fishermen for their catches 


the . 
input into what facilities are ¢to promote the wider utilisation 


“ea <a 
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Illegal-Guns Charge by Padmore 


Article by Clevon Raphael } 


ext 


Mr. Overand Padmore, Minister of 
Education, drew this assessment to 
a crowd attending a = meeting 

ing People's 


staged by the ru 
National Movement (PNM) in 
connection with the August 8 Local 
Government elections. 


“terror tactics” , 
because of the 's legis- 
lation. . 
He made a $s accusation 
while referring to statements made 


Mr. Padmore ‘quoted the 
a i uardian”’ st on last 


Government Ministers, in the event 
he (Mr. Humphr »y) was killed. 
He told the crowd. “It is a merger, 


attempt to substitute the 
bullet for the ballot, and attempt 
to substitute the peaceful political 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jul 83 p 1 


tempt to say that having brought 
security a ee 


SERIOUS THREATS 
Mr. Padmore spoke at the 
held PNM 








3298/853 





names but obviously referring to 
Mr. Karl Hudson-Phillips, Political 
Leader of the ONR), said the 
Opposition brought in a “standby 
senator’’ supposedly possessing ex- 

ise in the field to speak on the 


ssue 

“Anybody who felt — I am talking 
about a parliamentarian — that 
the Bill did not represent the 
interest of the people would have 
been in Parliament to vote against 
it | vg ge ‘ 

“It . . you to 
snow Et eon te on 


ment ‘came to. vote on that Bill, the 
voting which will determine 

it wants it was defeated. 
Not aie single Opposition 
parliamentarian — merger 


osteo ep or non-merger par- 
iamentarian — ULF Alliance, 
whatever, you chose to call it, not 
one of them was in the Senate to 
cast his vote for or against.’’ 

fa i. “ae 7 
pu > y senator” 
op was to lock for the 
interest of tenants. ‘But when 
that moment came — vote 
for or against — he was not there.”’ 


$ esto and stressed 


the 
that ' 
to- seek 
tion 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS IN BLACK BY $336 MILLION IN APRIL 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text } 


CSO: 


3298/857 


DURING April this year, Trinidad and Tobago imported goods 
valued at $788 million while exports were worth $452 million. This 
meant that the country therefore recorded an adverse balance 
of visible trade in the sum of $336 million, according to the latest 
bulletin released by the Central Statistical Office (CSO) of the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning. 


The bulletin said that 
these figures compared with 
corresponding figures for 
last year when an adverse 
balance of trade was 
recorded of $82 million from 
imports of $587 million and 
exports worth $505 million. 

The bulletin also stated 
that during the first four 
months of this year, 
imported goods were worth 
$2,483 million while total ex- 
ports amounted to $1,916 
million of which $1,834 million 
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represented domestic 


exports. 

An adverse balance of visible 
trade totaling $567 million was re- 
corded for the period under review. 

This was also compared with cor. 
responding months last year when 
total imports were $2,690 million 
and total exports were $2.395 mil- 
lion of which $2,337 million were dom- 
estic exports. 

According. to the CSO bulletin, 
from January to April 1983, the 
petroleum sector accounted for 5.9 
per cent of total imports and 83.7 
per cent of total exports 


Excluding petroleum, imports 
amounted to $2,335 million and ex- 
= to $313 million said the bul- 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


STEEL COMPANY LAGS IN FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS 


Minor Role of Industry 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text } THE* TRON and Steel Company of Trinidad and Tobage 
(ISCOTT) is yet to make its as a serious foreign exchange 


ing on the *, Dr. Robert Hosein, president of the Trinidad 
and Tobago chapter of the Industr-l Management Clubs of Canada (IMC) and 
managing director of the Caribbean Consulting and Training 
Centre, said ISCOTT is unable: at the moment to operate at its break-even 


Singe the government has gine on record to state that in the near future all 


enterprises will have t self-sufficient, ISCOTT cannot look to 
po py BR oe shore up its cash flow until it becomes viable. 


low technology coup 
and Small bolic of the sweeping with equipment either 


"4 at the transformation that is obsolete or y 
act's dliper tecting ‘emnarnaten Oe cteolete | Domety 
held at the Soong’s economy as the quest majority of situations 
Great Wall restaurant for in an be expected to bale 
in San Fernando uct efficiency and Us out now from our 
eur ~ continues resent trade imbe- 

to - while traditional flance.”’ . Hosein. 
Hosein, the rest of the smoke field the andionce 
ind sector 18 are reeling from foreign that the sugar indus- 
basically a low competition surging try which was once the 
technology manufac- high t com- r earner of foreign 
turing system with the panies are leading the e after 
majority of companies world ir innovation.” petroleum is now using 
having run down equip- According to Dr. valuable f ex- 
ment. : Husein, apart from the change to bring re- 
“Yet the interna- sector, fined r into the 
tional scenario - have tradi- aa i to insuffi- 
tion calls for tech- tite yedaminor ciency of the industry 
nology as a replace- in country as its present 
ment for noisy far as exports are , em, 
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Marketing Success 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 p 6 


[Text] THE TOTAL production of the Iron and Steel Company of Trinidad and 
Tobago (ISCOTT) has been fully committed up to the end of this year. 


This statement has been made by the company's communication officer, Keith 
Subero, who claimed that ISCOTT's marketing department had been able to sell 
all its billets and wire rods currently being produced to both local and 
foreign buyers. 


However, current markets although on the rise, are still not at those levels 
projected by the company, Mr. Subero said. 


Recently, the company announced that it had landed two 10,000 tonne orders of 
wire rods and a further 20,000 tonne order of direct reduced iron (DRI)--all 
ot which go to Europe. 


These two latest orders of wire rods will be shipped starting this month, said 
the company's communication officer. 


He said the 20,000 tonne order of DRI which was concluded after months of 
negotiations was expected to be the first of several sizeable orders from 
Europe. 


These orders which are considered sizable in the steel industry follow a 
10,000 tonne order of wire rod in March which was ISCOTT's largest single 
order since coming on stream. 

The [ron and Steel Company is to ship a further 5,000 tonnes of wire rod in 


mid-January and has a commitment with that buyer for a further 30,000 tonnes 
to be shipped later this year and into next year, said Mr. Subero. 


CSO: 3298/857 
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COUNTRY SECTLON 


BANK OFFICIAL SAYS SAVINGS WILL HAVE TO FINANCE BUDGET 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Jul 83 p 21 


[Text } 


CSO: 


3298/857 


A senior commeruial 
bank officer here has said 
that the Trinidad and To- 

Government will 


‘have to draw heavily on 


savings if it is to finance 
the provisions of the last 
two national budgets. 

Corporate Manager of 
the Royal Bank, Leslie 
Scotland, called for mas- 
sive investment by the 
non-oil sector and special 
measures not only to en- 
courage this investment 
but also to see that it is 
properly channelled. 

The current situation 
beginning with the 1982 
budget and continuing 
with the 1983 budget indi- 
cates that the financing of 
the budget has led to a 
need to borrow both local 
and overseas and to draw 
heavily on past savings al- 
most to the extent of de- 
pleting these savings in the 
current year, he said in a 
speech to the Port-of-Spain 
Rotary Club. 

In these circumstances, 
it ts Clear that there is need 
for economic policy mea- 
sures, painful they may be, 
to keep the country’s fi- 
nances from detenorating 
further as well as a positive 


policy towards releasing 
and harnessing new private 
sector investment. 

He had earlier said that 
declining oil production, 
depressed world prices and 
unprofitable refinery oper- 
ations had reduced the 
government’s ability to 
continue its leading role in 
investment and job cre- 
ation. 

The bank official said, 
however, that with the bal- 
ance of remedial policy 
measures and increased 
private sector investment, 
there was some hope that 
the country could preserve, 
if not maintain, its eco- 
nomic growth. 

To obtain that in- 
creased productive private 
sector investment, howev- 
er, Scotland said it was 
necessary to focus on four 
issues on which the private 
sector had been making 
representation over the 
past four years-tax struc- 
ture, industrial relations is- 
sues, productivity and 
work ethic and govern- 
ment bureaucracy. 

he observed that it had 
been argued that the tax 
structure did not allow 


adquate returr.ed earnings 
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from reinvestment in plant 
and machinery. 

On the other hand, gov- 
ernment has moved to- 
wards accelerated 
depreciation allowances on 
same, and in the light of 
an eroded revenue base, 
may be understandly reluc- 
tant to reduce corporate 
taxes, Scotland said. 

However, he added that 
there were other sources 
of financing-the institutio- 
nal framework which .al- 
ready existed in the stock 
exchange, the development 
‘mance company and the 
industrial development 
corporation. 

Scotland said the state 
must be prepared to give 
all the necessary support in 
terms of devolution of re- 
sponsibility and accounta- 
bility to the management 
where this does not now 
exist. , 

On the other hand, if 
the state sector is expected 
to give some form of tax 
relief, say on percentage 
profits before taxation, 
there must be some trade- 
offs which would result in 
increased employment an- 
d/or opportunities to ear 
foreign exchange, he said. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION LEADER SLAMS GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS FOR KOREANS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] 


POLITICAL lone the Organ- 


isation for Na econstruction 
(ONR) Karl -Phillips has 7 
government's 


plored the PNM - . 
‘ridiculous action’’ in giving Sou 
ro over $250 _milon to build 
1 houses and ving 

born builders empty — handed with- 


questioned the 

wisdom of the PNM governm orks 

= to far une France eo ond gi 
carpenters, mesos, 


gcc oe Medical eo 
a.” own people 
the 
ons tt ee heading 


condemned the PNM government 
for travelling to distant Germany 


and giving our millions to foreigners 
to beild @ methanol and urea plant 
—_, our own Ya a are left 
. yt 

construed the government's 
behaviour to mean two things: 


@ That black people can’t build 
houses; 
fae 2 oy oo ~ 


F 
“PNM tells what to do after 
get ra reset bat PNM can’t tell 
te AT TDs ys 
day Ay. to d of over 400 as 
a crow 
the ont rolled on to the 
Piccadilly Greens, in the East Dry 
Mle argued thet the problem was 
fh Lay had no leadership,"’ 
os al tax, Wh for chop- 
inp ie Teaaco's s oil tax, while your own 
income tax high . high. 


He warned his pore 1983 was 
no time for ole talk, that ou 
were dealing them heavy blows, gas 

prsce Res oreo ¥, "bus fares had gone 
up, salt, edible oil Nit Gor price had 
jumped. ‘Only an ONR Government 
can cut the rot,’’ he clai 


He said they were “009 through 
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their noses now but worse was still 
to come. 

‘Watch out for higher rents in the 
NHA , watch out for higher 
electricity rates,’’ Mr Hudson- 

s wa 


Pointing out ““PNM's heartless- 
ness’, he said ‘‘Telco wants you to 
y more for your ‘phone. ONR ob- 
is yet before the case even fin- 
4. bold face villains increased 


a Mr Hudson- Phillips charged that 
after government wasted $3 million 
on King e V Park on two con- 
tractors, ‘P now plans to turn 
the park int. a cemetery.” 

a R’s trouble — shooter Mervyn 

Assam recalled ‘‘charity banine at at 
home but this ponies Bho has 
our money to other West 
Indian governments to better 
themselves while we suffer.’ 

He accused the government of 
wasting $300 million to build a jail at 
Golden Grove, and called for an end 
to this regime’s reign of economic 
and political terror. 

Foundation member Ferdi Ferrei- 


ra claimed agriculture had been ne- 
ected and this was why our food 
wy tly had ey recueties to one 


and why some 70,000 
oe wl had go phe | jobs b 
trenchment. _- 


Fi beng Charles, of the NLTRA 
from se Village, said she was 


ering. She to the tist 
oy she said, and ay ed to how 

a, nee was den 
Public Holiday. oo 

"ae warned women that if they 
could not mind their children, they 
should stop having babies. 

Candidate Winston ‘‘Reds’’ Mulli- 
gan said people felt nothing good 
ever came out from “behind the 
ee but eminent Judge Clinton 


ed we too can produce 
oar ie men, and top sportsmen too. 











CSO; 


$298/857 


The area's candidate, social work- 
er Elmond Haynes warned govern- 
ment ‘“‘you cannot fool a fool be 
cause he doesn't know he is being 
oe — so you end up feeling like a 

He wanted to know how the tal- 
lest building in the city, the River- 
side Plaga nearby, d be finished 
in less than two ycars when the St 
Paul centre, only one storey high 
and started in 1977, was not yet 
finished. 
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BUSINESSMEN HIT DELAYS, LRREGULARITIES IN CUSTOMS WORK 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 31 Jul 83 pl 
[Article by Kit Roxburgh] 


[Excerpts] A NUMBER of businessmen are complainirg about delays in getting 
goods cleared at the Port-of-Spain wharves and Piarco International Airport. 


They claim that Customs officers are costing the consumer millions of dollars 
because of unnecessary queries over import documents. The delays caused by 

the officers result in heavy rents paid for storage of the goods at the points 
of entry and importers have no choice but to pass the increased expenses along | 
to the buying public. 


One businessman, who wishes to remain anonymous because, he says, he fears 
reprisals, gave two reasons for difficulties that he claimed are now facing 
importers. 


One: Government is faced with financial problems and wants every cent that 
can be collected through customs duties. 


Two: Customs officers are systematically creating overtime for themselves. 


"Nothing is cleared from the Port-of-Spain wharves without overtime," he 
stated. "And Piarco is much worse." 


The Tariff and Classification List, a 280-plus page document is so complex 
that a simple piece of imported equipment with, say, three components, can be 
classified in 10 different ways. 


In this way the item, formerly taxed at 15 per cent, for instance, is now 
taxed at 45 per cent. 


The businessman said that all the Government has to do is what is being done 
in the Bahamas and other countries. "Very simple," he said. These countries 
just put a standard tax on all imports. If the country does that, then all 
the hassle over Caricom invoices and all the other documents will be over. 
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“Once items that need special licences are checked, once you are satisfied 
that duty items such as drugs are in fact drugs, then you will find that the 
customs will not be indulging in all this overtime nonsense." 


Questioned about this, customs officers last week denied that any undue 
pressure was being brought to bear upon businessmen by their department. 


Several officers said that customs clerks and brokers fail consistently to go 
through routine procedures and give the importers concocted stories about the 
delays. 


It was learnt, during the enquiry by the SUNDAY GUARDIAN, that by this week, 
the results of a Government investigation into certain operations of the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce will be in the hands of Prime Minister 
George Chambers. 


Both businessmen and Customs officers have for years pointed to irregularities 
over import licences granted by the Ministry. 


Large consignments of goods that are on the Negative List have been cleared by 
Customs officers, leading to allegations that the officers are involved in 
rackets with certain businessmen. 


But senior cfficers, on checking, have frequently found that licences for the 
banned goods were issued by Ministry officials. 


Customs officers generally do not deny that some irregularities involving 
their colleagues take place. But they point out that there are 462 officers 
and around 200 guards in the Customs and Excise Department. 


A senior officer explained that while some officers have been dismissed and 
transferred, it was very hard to prove that criminal conspiracies took place. 


Other sources revealed that over the last two months several changes have been 
made in personnel operating on the second floor of the Nicholas Building on 
Abercromby Street. 


fhe second floor, which houses, among other divisions, the Preventative Branch 
and the warehouse sections, has been gaining some notoriety of late. There 
have been allegations that goods with curious contents are taken there and 
given the okay when awkward questions are asked at Piarco and other entry 
points. 


Otficers and other sources acknowledge that the department has a history of 
sometimes not checking too closely on suitcases and even containerised goods. 


But customs officers point out that: 
--Some very important people consistently bring in goods at Piarco and make 


false declarations--and officers have been transferred because they "embar- 
rassed" top officials. 
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According to a report, these people frequently use the VIP Room as a point of 


exit at the airport and while their luggage can still be searched there, the 
unwritten policy is not to do so. 


--Customs officers have been actually threatened by senior members of the 


Police Service because friends or relatives of the lawmen were exposed as 
smugglers. 


CSO: 3298/856 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


[RADE MISSION TO CANADA OPENS DOORS TO MANUFACTURERS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text } 


CSO: 


Government, was headed by Rep. 
Ronald Williams, Minister of State 
Enterprises and included Mr. 
Desmond Cartey, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce. . ° 


vention, we 
et open."’ He said 
) manufacturers 
were in C at the time of 


the Government mission and were 
able to receive erders for soste prod- 
ucts and the Canadians were asking 
about some more products. 

He said too that they met repre- 
senfatives of the Canadian 
Importers Association who were 


willing to help. Manufacturers could 

“Fhe Rssociation was bepiag. to 
Was 

mount a trade mission to Canada 


'GR j 856 
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He said the TTMA was negotiat- 
ing a bartér arrangement with 
Guyana, which had invited the 

to come and see and 
the matter. The invitation would be 
this cit aber ined me they 
items 

ight be able to barter. 

; was some bartering already 
with Jamaica he said. 

Mr. Edward Habib, TTMA vice- 
president, said that barter ie 4 
ments discussed with 
Jamaica. Such t could be in gar- 

children. 


The TTMA president said there 
were yirtually no real trade prob- 
lems gow TTMA members were re- 
ceiving lisences from Jamaica. 
and he felt that a similar mission as 
that sem by the Government to 
Canadg’ should be sent to West 
Germany to open upareas in Europe. 
Joint ventures in Japan should 
also be kept in mind, he said. 


CLOSED MARKET 


Mr. Lok Jack said that he thought 
that Guyana was a closed market as 
far as manufacturers exporting 
from Trinidad and Tobago was con- 
— with the exception of essen- 
tials. 

Guyana owed the Caribbean Multi 
Clearly Facility (CMCF) and 
Trinidad and Tobago so much that 
“‘we would be getting rice free for a 
very long time,”’ he said. 








COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT PROTESTS BREACHES IN CARICOM ‘RULES OF ORIGIN' 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Jul 83 p 1 
[Article by Norris Solomon] 


{Text] TRINIDAD and Tobago Government has threatened to stop imports from 
Caricom countries which breach the Caricom Rules of Origin. 


The Trinidad and Tobago position was made clear at the recent meeting of the 
Council of Ministers which preceded the Caricom Heads of Government meeting 
held at the Trinidad Hilton earlier this month. 


Reporting to a special meeting of the Trinidad and Tobago Mnaufacturers' Asso- 
ciation, (TTMA) yesterday, Mr Arthur Lok Jack, President of the Association, 
said that Mr Errol Mahabir, Minister of Labour, Social Security and Coopera- 
tives, who together with Mr. Desmond Cartey, Minister of Industry and 
Commerce, represented Trinidad and Tobago, made this country's position 
abundantly clear. 


The Council of Ministers meeting held at the beginning of July was chaired by 
Mr. Cartey. 


Mr Edward Habib, TTMA Vice-President said Trinidad and Tobago and possibly 
Barbados and Jamaica were suffering "tremendous hardship in illegal imports 
and breaches of the Rules of Origin, mostly from countries of the Organisation 
of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS)." 


He said that it was sophisticated to the extent where garments were labelled 
made in certain countries even though tliey did not satisfy the rules of 
origin. 


He said that by and large, the manufacturing sector in Trinidad and Tobago was 
beginning to see its base eroded and while noises were being made to the other 
Governments, nothing positive turned out. 


Mr. Habib said he thought that the crunch of the whole matter came at the 


Council of Ministers meeting when Mr. Mahabir made it known that the Trinidad 
and Tobago Government took a firm view on issues of this kind. 
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Mr. Lok Jack said then: "Mr Mahabir made it abundantly clear that the Trini- 
dad and Tobago position was that it could stop imports from any country in- 
volved in this type of practice until it puts itself in order." 


He said Mr. Mahabir had drawn attention to the fact that the United States had 
stopped imports from Taiwan because exporters were falsifying quota documents. 


Mr. Lok Jack called on manufacturers who had information relation to the 
illegal imports and breaches of rules of origin to bring it to the attention 
of the TTMA since Mr. Cartey and Mr. Mahabir had given assurances. 


Impossible 


One manufacturer stated then that only yesterday a shipment of shirt-jacs 
arrived which breached the rules. 


Mr. Lok Jack said it was happening in garments, food processing, television 
sets and refrigerators. The breaches were more or less in re-labelling of 
items. 


Later, Mr. Lok Jack, while discussing the administration of the Rules of 
Origin, pointed out that for some products it was impossible for the rules to 
be met because raw materials were not available and would not be available in 
the near future in commercial quantities. 


Many of the companies could not meet the criteria for Caricom-produced goods 
and the Caricom meeting decided that the countries should open up bilateral 
and triateral discussions aimed at agreements on the issue. 


He said that the result of the bilateral and trilateral talks could result in 
continuing trade in the products affected under article 10 which states that 
if a country wanted to accept a product it could do so. 


Mr. Lok Jack was a member of the Trinidad and Tobago official team represent- 
ing the private sector at official meetings leading up to and during the 
Caricom Summit. 


On the Caricom Multi Clearing Facility Mr. Lok Jack notec that the facility 
had been reactivated and export manufacturers could utilise the facility. 


Every country in the region was issuing licences and while they would not like 
that, it was clear that they had to have it. 


"The only way we can induce preference for Trinidad goods to be imported into 
the Jamaica market" he said "is to have a licensing regime..so there is tit 
for tat.” 


He felt that following the talks in Barbados relating to the Bridgetown agree- 
ment it was his personal view that Jamaica was to have a further devaluation. 


Jamaica was looking for a further review of the agreement in September. ‘We 
do not know what that means." He was leaving it to the manufacturers to plan 
their business. 
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Me Lok Jack said the Trade representative at the Jamaica High Commission met 
the TTMA on Thursday every week and any manufacturer with licensing problems 
should consult the TTMA. 


He said it looked as if this year would be a bad year for exports to Jamaica. 


CSO: 3298/856 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


KETALL PRICES OF CONSUMER GOODS REGISTER INCREASE FOR '82 


Port-ot-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text 


~ 


j 


INCREASES in retail 
prices of consumer 
poets and services and 

ilding materials were 
recorded for the second 
and third quarters of 
last year, according to 
the economic indi- 
cators report for the 
compiled by the 

entral Statistical 
Office (CSO) of the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Planning. 

The report said that 
increases were also re- 
corded in retail sales 
and producers’ prices in 
these two quarters. 

In the manufacturing 
sector, upward move- 
ments were observed in 
the indices of industria) 
sales, domestic prod- 
uction and prod- 
uctivity in the respec- 
tive quarters, said the 


_ 

owever, hours work- 
ed reflected successive 
decreases in doth quar- 
ters, it added. 

In the second quarter 
relatively large upward 
movements were ob- 
served in the section in- 
dices for: medical goods 
and services, 12.6 per 
cent; transportation, 
7.0 per cent; services, 
5.1 per cent and drink 
and tobacco, 5.0 per 


cent. Food increased by 
0.7 .per cent, said the 


owever, a decline of 
4.7 per cent due mainly 
to a decrease in the in- 
dex for rent was record- 


ed in the section for 


sing. - 

According to the re- 
port the section index 
or drink and tobacco 
increased by 7.2 per 


cent in the third quar- 


ter over the previous 
quarter.. Food in- 


eased by 5.5. cent 
Zaring this perisd. 


period. 
The report noted 
that consumer prices 
oy at a slower rate in 

period January to 
September 1982 when 
compared with the 


corresponding period a 
vear earlier. 


INCREASE 


Producers’ prices 
rose by 2.8 per cent in 
the second quarter of 
last year over the pre- 
vious quarter and 1.8 
per cent in the third 
quarter over the sec- 
ond quarter, said the 
report. 

n the all sectio 


index of retail sales, an 


increase of 2.0 per cent 
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was observed from the 
first to the second 
quarter 1982. 


In the third quarter 
of \he same year, a lar- 
ger increase of 14.1 per 
cent in the value of re- 
tail sales was observed. 

The report further 
noted that the section 
indices for household 
appliances, furniture 
and other furnishings, 


other retail activities 
and textile and wearing 
ae increased by 
37.2 per cent, 24.2 per 
cent and 21.4 per ceat 


pos peal in the sec- 
quarter. 

In the third quarter 
a significant increase of 
50.1 cent was observed 
in the section index for 
motor vehicles and 
parts, said the 
economic indicators 


— ; 
ndustrial sales of 
the manufacturing sec- 
tor excluding oil and 
sugar rose by 13.4 per 
cent and 8.5 per cent in 
the second and third 
quarters of 1982 respec- 
tively but with the in- 
clusions, relatively 
smaller increases of 7.8 
per cent and 2.8 per 
cent were reflected in 
the respecti-e quar- 
ters, said the report. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN--THE southern division of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Chamber of Commerce has proposed a nine-point plan to curb the effects of the 
current downturn in the economy.In the March issue of the Chamber's bi-monthly 
newsletter, the "New Enterprise," the following recommendations were listed to 
deal with the south businessmen's problems. These are: --Stress on further 
educating the population as to what is to be expected in a recession so that a 
national psyche and will to work together at all levels would become predomin- 
ant. --Development cf infra-structure in southern community with a view 
towards import substitution type industries especially in the deep south which 
is affected by the ups and downs of the oil industry. --Development of agricul- 
tural infrastructure to boost primary food production and create linkages 
towards a vibrant processing sector. --In the short-term the government should 
attend to the public utilities like rebuilding local roads, bridges, cleaning 
rivers, building recreation grounds by the contract cystem utilising contrac- 
tors with organised labour. --Reduce company taxation and persona]. taxation to 
assist both business and labour to tide over the recession. --Institute an 
income policy--wages and prices. --Strategies to deal with phenomenal wastage 
and inefficiency in the public sector and state enterprises versus private 
enterprises and the burdens it has to bear on its own. --Housing estates in 
deep south. --Decentralisation of the administrative structure--setting up of 
an administrative centre in south to quicken the pace of decision-making in 
critical areas of business activity. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 
English 28 Jul 83 p 4] 


DECLINE IN JOBLESS--LATEST data for the period July to December 1982 showed an 
increase of 6,800 people employed while the number of unemployed declined 
about 2,600 resulting in a net increase of 4,200 in the total labour force 
when compared with data for the previous period, January to June last year. 
These figures were released by the Central Statistical Office (CSO) of the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning. According to the release, of the country's 
total labour force of 447,200,66.9 per cent were male and 33.1 per cent 
female. Male labour force participation rate was 82 per cent and female 39 
per cent with the general rate for persons 15 years and over remaining at 60 
per cent. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 4] 


FEDCHEM PERSONNEL CUTBACK--AS FAR as Federation Chemicals Limited is con- 


cerned, by August 31 approximately 64 salaried and hourly-paid employees are 
to be retrenched afcer the company shuts down three of its plants. Efforts 
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are being made by the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union to save the jobs of the 
workers. The union is preparing a document giving its views on the company's 
contemplated action, to be presented to the Minister of Labour. According to 
a union spokesman, they learnt that the Minister had asked the company to stay 
its hands on the retrenchment. But a company spokesman said yesterday that it 
had already written the Minister informing him of the position caused by the 
tertiliser situation on the world market. As far as the company was con- 
cerned, the plants (sulphuric acid, ammonia sulphate and urea) would be shut 
down and the workers retreached. The company said that it had been operating 
the plants well below capacity and at a considerable loss for almost two 
years. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Jul 83 p 1] 


UNION ELECTIONS--SAN FERNANDO--OPPOSITION LEADER Basdeo Panday has been given 
inother term as president general of All Trinidad Sugar and General Workers’ 
trade Union. Mr Panday was re-elected unopposed in the union's executive 
elections held last week. He is now serving his llth year as head of the 
union. Also re-elected were Mr Sam Maharaj, general secretary who defeated 
two other members for the post. The final count showed that Mr Maharaj ob- 
tained 2,927 votes to bea Mr Anook Danpat who got 1,074 and Mr Rabindranath 
Sitahal with 724. This is Mr Maharaj's third consecutive term. Mr Faizool 
Mohammed, a new comer, was elected assistant secretary (unopposed). Vice 
President Mr Nuevo Diaz, who is ill, did not stand for nomination, according 
to a union official. He was replaced by Mr Boysie Moore Jones who defeated 
Grantley Prescott 3,037 votes to 1,564 votes for the post. Mr Gafoor Mohan- 
med was elected second vice president (unopposed) and Mr Roodal Radhay, elec- 
ted treasurer, also unopposed. Elected trustees are Mr John Jaglal, (3,540 
votes), Mr Latchan James (2,117) and Mr Balliram Maharaj (1,932). Both Mr 
Panday and Mr Maharaj thanked the workers for the confidence placed in their 
leadership. Two of the urgent matters which will take priority in the coming 
year will be the pursuance of labour unity and settlement of the current wage 
negotiations with Caroni Limited, said Mr Maharaj. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 p 7] 


CALL FOR MINISTRY OF TOURISM--A CALL for the establishment of a tourism minis- 
try has been made to Government jointly by the Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of 
industry and Commerce and the Hotel and Tourism Association. According to the 
latest issue of the chambers’s bi-monthly publication, "The New Enterprise”, 
both associations pointed out that their suggestion "should not in any way be 
miscontrued as a reflection on our able Minister of Industry and Commerce, 
Desmond Cartey" but they saw the need for a separate portfolio since the 
ourist industry justifies and deserves undivided care and attention in order 
o reach its potential. In a joint letter to Prime Minister George Chambers, 
he proposal was submitted on the basis of a resolution passed by the hotel 
and tourism association and a decision taken by the chamber. [Excerpt] [Port- 
-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Jul 83 p 4] 
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OLL SPILL DAMAGE--BARRELS of crude oil have been washed down in the Oropouche 
river killing crabs and small fish. Shrimpers at the mouth of the river on 
Mosquito Creek have ceased operations since last week because their trawl 
boats and gear have been soiled with crude. At low tide, crude from the Estu- 
arine river is swept out in the Gulf of Paria hampering fishermen who operate 
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from the creek and Otaheite. The spill, believed to be thousands of barrels, 
took place near Coora in Fyzabad a few months ago, a Tesoro source said, and 
the recent heavy rain was now washing the crude into the drainage system. 
Scores of farmers in St. John's Trace, Avocat, have had their vegetable crops 
ruined by the heavy crude left behind in the floods. For the past week, the 
Tesoro source said, the company has been spraying the curde--day and night-- 
with chemicals from atop the Oropouche bridge near the crematoria. He said 
during the day a boat was used to spray wider areas in the Gulf. The spill 
took place when a main taking crude from a producing field to a Tesoro tank 
farm ruptured. On the banks of the Oropuche river, the low tide leaves a wide 
carpet of crude which has coated the crab holes and mangrove roots. One fish- 
erman said it will take years before the swamp could be repopulated with crabs 
again. Countless dead fish were seen floating off the mouth of the river. 

Mr. Goerge Weekes, president general of the Oilfields Workers Trade Union, 
said yesterday that he will take up the matter with Tesoro this week. [Port- 
of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Aug 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/858 - END - 
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